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Annex

’ RYVARYAS

(From the Transactions of the Chronological Institute of London,
’ Vol. II., Part II.)

TaE following pages contain a translation of the ¢ Seder Olam
.Rabba,” an ancient Hebrew chronicle, which translation being
considered by the Council of the Chronological Institute of
London, as likely to be found of value in chronological researches,
was undertaken at their expense. Upon the resignation of the
late Honorary Secretary the task of editing the publications
of the Institute became a part of the duties of the new Secretary.
Upon examining the MS. of the translation of the “ Seder Olam”
he found that it had evidently not received final revision and
correction, as not only were there numerous omissions and errors

of transcription remaining unnoticed, but many parts appeared to -

be so ill rendered, owing to the translator’s apparent want of
acquaintance with the English Idiom, that they were almost, if
not entirely, unintelligible. It therefore became absolutely ne-
cessary before the translation could be sent to press, to collate the
whole carefully with the original, and thus to correct inaccuracies
of translation and errors of the transcriber, to supply omissions,
and to verify the numerous passages of Scripture quoted so abun-
dantly throughout the work. In doing this, more than three-
fourths of the MS. have been re-written ; and in fact, the greater
portion re-translated, as it was found easier to render the original
at once into English than to ascertain and correct the numerous
errors, omissions, and inaccuracies of style, which appeared to
exist in almost every page ; and although the present translation
may not have much pretension to elegance, it is confidently hoped

}'\» Autty ao:d
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it will be found a substantially correct rendering of the original
text, every care having been taken to ascertain the exact sense of
the original author, and to render the translation as intelligible
and readable as the subject would allow. The quotations from
the Scriptures have in every case been carefully verified, and the
rendering of our received version has been scrupulously adhered
to as far as possible. Various notes have also been added where
the sense of the text appeared to be obscure, or to require eluci-
dation. The Editor feels it a duty he owes to himself to call
- attention to these facts, and to express a hope that his labours
will not be entirely useless in elucidating this curious and ancient
chronicle.

He also takes this opportunity of acknowledging the valuable
assistance of friends, particularly of D. Benham, Esq., who kindly
favoured him with a loan of a copy of Meyer’s edition of the
« Seder Olam,” 4to, Amsterdam, 1699, without which he would
have found great difficulty in accomplishing his task, as, in addition
to the original Hebrew, there is in that work an accurate
translation into Latin and very copious annotations, which last
have been found of great value in clearing up doubtful passages;
and he may a}!so add that Meyer’s copy of the original has been
followed throughout as the basis of the translation. He must also
express his obligations to W. H. Black, Esq., President of the
Institute, who has kindly looked over some of the sheets before
they finally went to press, and has also supplied many valuable
and interesting remarks.

JOHN WILLIAMS, F.S.A.

Hon. Sec.
Somerset House, Chronological Institute.

July 1st, 1861.
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SEDER OLAM RABBA.
«“ THE SUCCESSION OF AGES THE GREATER.”

AN Ancient Hesrew CHRONIC E.

>

INTRODUCTION.

TaE following pages are the first translation into English of a
Jewish chronological work which, under the title Seder Olam
Rabba, x31 05w <0, “ The Succession of Ages the larger,”
in Latin, Ordo Seculorum Magna, in contradistinction to a
much later epitome, entitled ¢ Seder Olam Zuta,” the lesser,
has been considered by some writers of importance for biblical
dates.

There is some doubt as to the author, and consequently as
to the to which it may be referred. Genebrard, arch-
bishop of Aix, who attached to his large chronofbgical work
a Latin translation both of the Larger and the Lesser Seder
Olam (folio, Paris, 1547), the earliest which has come under
my cognisance, confesses his ignorance in a short preface:
« Liber est anonymus, nec satis teneo cuinam certé attribui
debeat. Seculum mihi videtur liquidius. Quanquam ne id
quidem satis, quoniam obiter duntaxat citatur a Rabinis 400
annorum ut Selomone Jarhi Abben Ezra, Kimhi, qui ex eo

* descripsit Zuta, circa annum 1125 in Hispania vigebat,” &ec.

There is, however, less doubt expressed on the author in
the extensive ¢ Rabbinical Bibliography,” issued by the Cis-
tercian Order of J. Bartollocius, abbot of St. Sebastian of the
Catacombs (3 vols. fol. Rom. 1683), vol. iii. p. 793. He is
there called, ¢ Rab. Jose Ben Chelephta de Tzuppuri, Patria
Rabbenu Hakkadose, qui etiam relegatus fuerat ab Hadriano
Imperatore eo quod ad laudes Romanorum tacuerat. Cod.
Schiabbath, p. 336, nec mirandum in patriam esse relegatum,
in qua acceptus non erat, uti in Tiberiade ubi doctores in
pretio habebantur. Ibi coriariam artem exercebat, uti in

B




2 SEDER OLAM RABBA.

more erat apud saPientes illos Judeos qui aliquam artem
exercere debuissent.”

“ R. Chelpeta Ben Jose, ex nomine avi sui ita nuncupatus,
obiit ante patrem; ejus state non erat olea in terra Israelis eo
quod Ha£rianus Cewsar in bello Bitheriano omnia oliveta
~ jusserit succidi.” Cod. Pea. cap. 7. “ Tempore hujus Impera-
toris qui totam terram Israelis vastaverat vivebat, nihilominus
in patrio exilio scripsit Seder Olam Ordinis Mundi, qui commun-
* iter vocatur Magnus ad differentiam alterius Seder Olam Zutta,
Parvus. Et est chronologia ab initio rerum exordiens usque ad
sua tempora, nempe ad Hadrianum Imperatorem perdurans.”

Still the following reasons against this ascription to Rabbi
Joseph seem to leave the matter still in doubt. I obtain them
from Dr. Zunz ¢ Gottesdiemtlahehhz ortrdge der Juden historisch
entwikelt” (Berlin, 8vo, 1832), p. 84, ff.:—

“ Unter den Schriften des #ltern Midrasch gebiihrt hier
der erste Rang den Werken (unter andern): Seder Olam
welches schon der Talmud als Boraitha citirt und Rabbi Jose
ben Chalaftha zuschreibt (A. 160), ist in Hebriiischer Sprache
abgefasst, der Stil fast noch reiner als im Sifri. Néichst sieben
dlteren Autorititen kommen noch zwei jiingere vor, die un-
moglich von Rabbi Jose angefiihrt sein konnen. Sogar von
R. Jose selber werden neun male Auspriiche vorgetragen, die
meist den Zusamenenhang eher storen als fordern. Ichbetrachte
alles dieses als spiitere Einschaltungen. Dasselbe Urtheil fille
ich iiber eine historische Notiz, die man dicht vor dem Schlusse
des Buches von zwei Ausspriichen des R. Jose eingeschlossen
findet; auch ist in der gewShnlichen Benennung ¢ Seder Olam
Rabba,” das Wort ¢ Rabba,’ von dem das Alterthum nicht
weiss, erst spitere Zuthat, ebenso wie 2 in den Text des 28.
Capitels gerathene Glossen. Das Buch giebt eine Erlau-
terung der biblischen Zeitereignisse und verfolgt dieselben
von idam bis auf die im Daniel angedeutete Regierung
Alexanders von Macedonien.” )

Translation.— Amongst the works of the elder Midrash,
a prominent place is due” (amongst others) ¢ to Seder Olam
which the Talmud already cites as Boraitha, and quotes Rabbi
Jose Ben Chalaftha as its author (a. 160). It is written in
Hebrew, in a style almost purer than in the Sifri. Besides
seven older authorities we have two newer, which could not
possibly be adduced by R. Jose. We have sometimes sentences
by R. Jose himself, which interrupt the meaning rather than
aid it. I consider all these matters as later introductions, and
form the same opinion on an historical notice which is found




SEDER OLAM RABBA. 3

towards the close of the book, betwixt two notices of R. Jose.
The word rabba (great), of which antiquity knows nothing, is
a later addition, as well as the two glosses in the text of the
28th chapter.  The book contains an explanation of biblical
events, in succession from Adam to the government of
Alexander of Macedon, as foreshadowed in Daniel.”

However, the best Latin translation of the text, with
commentary inclusive, extending over nearly 1300 quarto
pages (1283), is in the  Chronicon Hebraorum Majus et Minus,
Latine vertit, &c., Jom. MEYER” (Amst. 4to., 1649), of which
Buxtorf, in Bibliotheca Rabbinica, p. 386, and De Abbreviaturis
Hebraicis,* makes favourable mention, but of which the great
extent precludes aught but its mere adducement.

Other authorities on the work itself may be consulted, as
R. Dav. Ganz in Zemach David ad A.m. 3881, and also ad
A.M. 4881, and in SELDEN De Jure Nat. et Gent. jurta dis-
ciplinam Ebreorum, L. iii., cap. 9, whose valuable opinion
may be here added : “ Sunt quidem qui Chronicon tllud scrip-
tum opinentur circa annum Domini millesimom. Atqui nec
ita adeo est recens. Et autoritas ei utcunque haud exigua tribui-
tur, dum a Rabbinis anno illo non ita citerioribus subinde citatur.
At vero etiam existimatur codex ille multo vetustior nec vic-
inioribus Christo seculis recentior.”

More opinions favourable to the antiquity and importance
of the Seder Olam Rabba might be adduced ; but the above
will prove that its translation into English is a work worthy
of the Chronological Institute of London. Much labour has
been bestowed upon giving the correct portions of the Scripture,
when cited, and in every instance the authorised English
version has been followed, as of the most ready reference,
and liable to the least objection. o

The Hebrew original, with Genebrard’s translation, has
been frequently reprinted; but the above are the principal
and the most useful editions.

WILLIAM BELL, P=a. D.

31 Burton Street, Burton Crescent,
11tk May, 1859.

* No notice of Meyer’s work is contained in the latter work of Buxtorf,
nor could it be, as it was not published until 1699 (not 1649) : the notice of
it in the Bibl. Rabbin. is one of the additions of a later editor in the edition of
1708, 8vo. pp. 149, 150. (W. H. B,) The * Bibliotheca Rabbinica’’ forms a suppl
ment to Buxtorf’s work, ‘“ De Abbreviaturis Hebraicis.” Meyer’s work is thus
referred to in the edition of 1708, pp. 149, 150: ¢ Sed et nuper admodum,
anno videlicet 1699, hoc Chronicon una cum minori, Latine convertit et
perpetuo prolixoque commentario inlustravit doctissimus Joamnes Meyer in
Academia Harderovicensi, professor celeberrimus.’”’
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CuaprER L.

From Adam to the Flood was 1656 years, and the following
are the details. Adam, 130 years; Seth, 105; Enos, 90;
Cainan, 70; Mahaleel, 65; Jared, 162; Enoch, 65; Methu-
selah, 187; Lamech, 182, (Gen. v. 3, 6, 9, 13, 15, 18, 21,
25, 28.%)

And Noah was 600 years old, &c. (Gen. vii. 6). Enoch
buried Adam, and lived 57 years after him.

Methuselah lived to within a very short time of the flood.
From the flood to the division (of nationsf) are 340 years.
Noah is reckoned to have lived 10 years after that division.
Our father Abraham was, at the time of that division, 48
years of age.

Rabbi Jose says that Heber was a great prophet, because
that, being inspired by the Holy Spirit, he called his son
Pelegt (Gen. xi. 16), it being written, “ For in his days the
earth was divided,” &c. (Gen. x. 25.) This, however, does
not relate to the beginning of his life, for Joktan, his brother,
who was born after him, begat 13 heads of families or races,
who were concerned in this division. Neither was this done
in the prime of his life, for it is not unusual in the Scriptures
that things are declared, not absolutely but by explication.
Therefore, when it is said that in. his days the earth was
divided, this is to be referred to the end of his life.}

* These numbers refer to the ages of the Patriarchs when their sons were
born. Thus, Adam was 130 years old when Seth was born, Seth 105 when
Enos was born, and so on. These numbers, with the age of Noah at the time
of the Flood (600 years), make 1656 years.

+ 15, Peleg, signifies division.

1 The author’s argument is evidently this. As Peleg had a younger brother
who had 13 sons, who had become heads of families at the time of the division,
Peleg, the elder brother, must have been very far advanced in years at the time
of that division, and, consequently, the prophecy of Heber in naming him Peleg
did not relate to anything that was in progress at the time of his birth, but was
to be understood of that which was to come to pass towards the close of his life.
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Abraham our father, at the time when God spake to him
from between the divided pieces (Gen. xv. 10), was 70 years
old, as it is said, “ And it was after 430 years,” &c. (Exod.
xiiv 41. )

Afu)er God had spoken to him, Abraham went down to
Haran, where he dwelt five years, as it is again written,
“ And Abraham was 75 years old when he departed out
of Haran.” (Gen. xii. 4.) From the division of nations, to the
departure of our father Abraham out of Haran, 26 years
elapsed as follows: ¢ 12 years they served Chedorlaomer, and
13 they rebelled. And in the 14th year came Chedorlaomer
and conquered them.” (Gen. xiv. 4, 5.%)

The year that our father. Abraham departed from Haran
was a year of famine, and he went down to Egypt where he
remained three months, and thence departed and dwelt in the
plains of Mamre, which is in Hebron. It was in this year he
subdued the kings. He dwelt there ten years before {e took
Hagar tq wife, as it is written, * And Sarah, Abraham’s wife,
took Hagar the Egyptian, her handmaid, after Abraham had
dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan,” &c. (Gen. xvi. 3.) And
it is also written, “ And Abraham was fourscore and six years
old, when Hagar bare Ishmael to Abraham.” (Gen. xvi. 16.)
Ishmael was therefore 14 years older than Isaac.

From the division ofy nations to the birth of our father
Isaac is 52 years. Sodom was inhabited 52 years, and he
lived with his daughters in prosperity and peace, either
there, or in the neighbouring cities, for 26 years. (Gen. xiii.
10.t) From the flood to the birth of Isaac are 392 years,
the following are the details. * These are the generations of
Shem; Shem was 100 years old when he begat Arphaxad
two years after the flood; Arphaxad 35, Salah 30, Eber 34,
Peleg 30, Reu 32, Serug 30, Nahor 29, Terah 70. (Gen. xi.
10-26.1) And Abraham was 100 years of age when Isaac
his son was born to him. Our father “Isaac was 37 years old
when he was bound upon the altar. (Gen. xxii.) And Abra-
ham dwelt many days in the land of the Philistines: that
these days were more than those in which he dwelt in Hebron

* According to Jarchi the passage in Gen. xiv. 4, 5, should be rendered as
above, and not as in our translation., Thus the 26 years mentioned in the text
are made out, viz. 12 years’ servitude, 13, during which they were in rebellion,
and one year in which they were subdued, together 26 years.

+ There is some obscurity in this passage. It appears from the mention of
daughters, to refer to Lot and his dwelling in Sodom, rather than to Abraham.

1 The mode of reckoning relates, as before, to the ages of the patriarchs, at
the birth of their sons.
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is evident, since he dwelt 25 years only in Hebron and with
the Philistines 26 years. At this time Rebekah was born,
consequently our father Isaac married Rebekah when she was
14 years old. Our father Abraham buried his father Terah
two years before the death of Sarah. Jacob ministered to our
father Abraham 15 years, and to Shem 50 years: from which
it follows that our father Jacob ministered to Shem 50 years ;
Shem ministered to Methuselah 98, and Methuselah ministered
to Adam, the first man, 243 years: and thus we have (the
lives of) these four (patriarchs) extending through 22 gener-
ations; what is more, there are seven men whose lives extend
over the entire duration of the world. These are, Adam, the
first man, Methuselah, Shem, Jacob, Amram, Ahijah the
Shilonite, and Elijah, who is in existence at the present time.

Craprer II.

Ovugr father Jacob, when he secured the blessing of his father,
was 63 years old. (Gen. xxvii.) At which time Ishmael was
dead, for it is written, *“ When Esau saw that Isaac had
blessed,” &c., and “that Jacob obeyed his father,” &c.,
“and Esau saw that the daughters of Canaan were evil
in the eyes of Isaac,” &c., ¢ then went Esau unto Ishmael
and took unto the wives which he had, Mahalath the daughter
of Ishmael, Abraham’s son, the sister of Nebajoth, to be his
wife.”” (Gen. xxviii. 6—9.?

And why is she called the sister of Nebajoth? Unless
Ishmael had been dead at that time it would not have been
necessary to have called her thus. But the Scriﬁtures dis-
tinctly saying, « The sister of Nebajoth,” clearly shows that,
although Ishmael had promised her in marriage to Esau, he
had died ; and that her brother, Nebajoth, dissolved that con-
tract and had himself given his sister in marriage to Esan.*

Our father Jacob dwelt in the land of Israel 14 years,
where he remained concealed, and ministered to Heber: and
Heber died in the second year after our father Jacob had
gone down to Aram-Naharaim. He (Jacob) went from thence

* This is a paraphrase rather than a translation. The argument appears to
be, Mahalath being described both as the daughter of Ishmael and the sister of
Nebajoth proves that Ishmael had died after betrothing her to Esau, before the
marriage had actually taken place, and that Nebajoth, her brother, having become
the head of the family, had cancelled the former contract, and had himself
betrothed her and married her to Esau. .
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and came to Aram-Naharaim: whence we conclude that
Jacob, when he stood at the well was 77 years of age: 20
years he dwelt in the house of Laban; seven years before he
married the mothers (of our tribes), and seven years after his
marriage to them, and six years after the heads of the eleven
tribes and Dinah were born t6 him. Consequently all the
leaders of the tribes were born in the seven years, except
Benjamin, every one at the interval of seven months. (Gen.
XXiX. XXX.)

Jacob went out from Aram-Naharaim and went to Succoth,
where he dwelt 18 months, as it is written, * And Jacob
journeyed to Succoth,” &e. sGen. xxxiil. 17.) He went from
Succoth and came to Beth-el, where he dwelt six months in
communion with God. He went away from thence and
Benjamin was born to him, and Rachel died there: at that
Seriod died also Rebecca and Deborah, consequently Rachel

ied when she was 36 years old, and Leah only attained her
46th year. Consequently, Leah and Rachel both married
when 22 years of age, they being twins.

Jacob returned to Isaac his father in the land of Canaan,
to whom he ministered 22 years, and Joseph ministered unto
him 9 years. These are the generations of Jacob: ¢ Joseph,
being 17 years old,” &c. (Gen. xxxvii. 2.) At this period
Leah died, and Joseph was carried down to Egypt and dwelt
in the house of Potiphar 12 months, as it is written: * And it
came to pass from the time that he had made him overseer in
his house,” &c. (Gen. xxxix. 5.) And the blessing of the
Lord was upon all he had; (in the house) against the heat:
and (in the fields) against the cold.

And Joseph remained in the prison-house 12 months,
as it is written in the Psalms, ©“ Whose feet they hurt with
fetters,” &c., “ until the time that his word came,” &c. (Psa.
cv. 18, 19.) - At 30 years of age he came out of the prison-
house, as it is written, “ And Joseph was 30 years old when
he stood before Pharaoh,” &c. (Gen. xli. 46.) And at that
period Isaac died, and the seven years of plenteousness were
ended, and also two years of famine; consequently, the age of
Joseph was 39 when our forefathers came down to Egypt,
and Levi was 44 years old, consequently, the time that
Joseph was separated from his father, during which he did
not minister unto him, was 22 years, during which time
Judah married the daughter of a certain Canaanite, named
Shuah. “ And Judah went down,” &c.,* and saw there,” &c.
(Gen. xxxviii. 1, 2.)
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The first year Er was born, who grew up to the age of
seven years and married in the eighth.
In the first year (of the marriage) Er died. ¢ And

Judah said unto Onan,” &c. (Gen. xxxviii. 8.) “And the
next year Judah said to Tamar, his daughter-in-law, Remain -

a widow in thy father’s house,” &c. (Gen. xxxviii. 11.)

And in the course of the next year the daughter of Shuah,
Judah’s wife, died, and a year after Phares was born, who grew
up to the age of seven years, and then married. This compu-
tation gives 18 years, to which one year is added for Hezron,
and one for Hamul, these two went down with Judah into Egypt.

Gen. xlvi. 12.) In like manner we also read, “Haran begat Lot.”
Gen. xi. 27.) How much older was Abraham than Sarah? Ten
years, for the Scripture relates: “And Abraham said in his heart,
Shall a child be born to him that is an hundred years old, and
shall Sarah, that is 90 years old, bear ?”’ (Gen. xvii. 17.) How
many years was Abraham older than Nahor? One year. How
many years was Nahor older than his brother Haran? One
year. Haran grew up to six years and married. This makes
eight years; one year for Lot and one year for Iscah, who is
Sarah. And why is her name called Iscah? Because she was
ed at by every one, as it is written,  The princes also of
Pharaoh saw her, and commended her before Pharaoh” (Gen.
xii. 15), and also because she saw the future by the spirit of
prophecy : as it is written, ¢ In all that Sarah hath said unto
thee, hearken unto her voice.” (Gen. xxi. 12.) When Abra-
ham circumcised himself he was 99 years old, as it is written :
¢ And Abraham was ninety years oldy and nine,” &c. &c. (Gen.
xvii. 24.) And he died when he was 175 years old, and Sarah
died aged 127 years, as it is written: “ And Sarah,” &c. (Gen.
xxiil. 1.) And Isaac died aged 180 years, (Gen. xxxv. 28, 29)
and Jacob died aged 147 years, as it is written, “So the
whole age,” &c. (Gen. xlvii. 28).

Cuarrer III.

It was declared to our father Abraham, standing between the
portions of the divided sacrifice : ““ Know of a surety, that thy
seed,” &c. (Gen. xv. 13.) Who is this seed? It is Isaac, as
is written : ¢ For in Isaac shall thy seed be called.” (Gen. xxi.
12.) And in Isaac it was alone. And Isaac was 60 years when he

v
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begat children, as is written: * And Isaac was threescore years,”
&c. (Gen. xxv. 26.) Our father Jacob said unto Pharaoh, ¢ The
days of the years of my pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty
years,” &c. (Gen. xlvii. 9.) All the years of his life are 190
ﬁout of the 400 years), therefore 210 years remain. These

enote years of Job, who was born at this period, as is written:
¢ After this lived Job 140 years” (Job, xlii. 16); and since
it is further declared, < And the Lord gave Job twice as much
as he had before” (Job, xlii. 10,) we find, therefore (as a
result), that Job was born when Israel went down into Egypt,
and that he died when they departed thence.

But you may ask, is it certain that the children of Israel
were the whole of 400 years in Egypt? That cannot be so,
for was not Kohath one of those who went down into Egypt?
g?en. xlvi. 11), and it is written: “ The years of the life of

ohath were 133, and the years of the life of Amram were
137” (Ex. vi. 18, 20), these with the 80 years of Moses give
only 350 years.* Wherefore then is it written : * Know of
a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not
theirs, and shall serve them, and they shall afflict them 400
years ?” (Gen. xv. 13.) This teaches that the whole time the
seed of Abraham should be in a strange land would be 400
years; “and shall serve them,” these are the days of servitude;
“and they shall afflict them,” these are the days of affliction,
comprising together 400 years.

And %foseph and all his brethren died; Joseph at the
age of 110 years. (Gen. 1. 26.) Amongst these hrothers
there was none shorter lived than Joseph nor longer lived than
Levi. (Exod. vi. 16.) During the lifetime of Levi the children
of Israel did not serve the Egyptians as bondsmen. Joseph
being dead and all his brothers, there arose up a new king
(over Egypt which knew not Joseph.) (Exod. i. 6-8.) After
the death of Levi the Egyptians began to afflict them. Hence,
they (the Rabbis) say, when one brother dies, all the others
mourn; when one of a community perishes, the whole of
society is in sorrow. ¢ And the children of Israel were fruit-
ful and increased abundantly,” &c., “ And there arose up a
new king,” &c. (Gen. i 7,9.) We calculate from the death
of Levi to the Exodus of Israel, 116 years; and we find the
years of servitude neither more nor less than 87 years, which
are equal to the age of Miriam, so called because she suffered
bitterness.

The plagues of Egypt lasted 12 months as is written,

* Kohath was the father of Amram, the father of Moses.
C
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“So the people were scattered abroad,” &c. (Exod. v. 12);
we have ascertained they went to gather straw in the month
Ijar (April), and that the Exodus occurred in Nisan (March).
The Egyptians suffered ten plagues in these 12 months.

The plagues of Job also lasted (12) months; as is written,
“So am I made to possess months of .vanity, and wearisome
nights are appointed to me.” (Job, viii. 3.) As the nights
were appointed, so in like manner were the months. The
judgment also of Gog in future times will be in 12 months,
as is written: ‘ And the fowls shall summer upon him, and
the beasts of the field shall winter upon him.” &sa. xviii. 6.)
The judgment, too, of the wicked in hell is 12 months,
as is written: “And it shall come to pass, from one new
moon to another,” &c. (Isa. Ixvi. 23.) hich Rabbi Johanan,
the son of Nuri, interprets, * From the Passover to the
last day of Tabernacles,” as is written, “from one Sabbath
to another.” After 12 months the souls of those of the
transgressors of Israel who have sinned against the law and
against the commandments shall grow enduring; and their
bodies shall be consumed and reduced to ashes: and Gehenna
shall cast them forth, and the wind shall disperse them
beneath the soles of the feet of the just, as is written by the
Prophet, “ And ye shall tread down the wicked,” &c. (Mal.
iv. 3.) Those also who shall separate themselves from the insti-
tutions of the Church, as Sadducees, Traitors, Hypocrites, Epi-
cureans, those who have tyrannized over the inhabitants of the
earth, those who deny the resurrection of the dead, and, lastly,
those Jews who scoff at the words of the wise shall behold
Gehenna close around them, that remaining there, they may be
judged and suffer punishment for ever, as is written, ¢ And they
shall go forth,” &c. (Isa. 1xvi. 24.) Besides, what is more dread-
ful, hell will endure, but they themselves will not endure,
as is written, ¢ Their beauty shall consume in the grave from
their dwelling.” (Ps. xlix. 14.) That is, their beauty will be
consumed in their dwelling-places, and their forms will be
consigned to hell for ever. Why do they suffer thus?
Because they have stretched out their hands against the
Tabernacle, as it is written, ““on account of his habitation;” nor
truly can any other habitation be understood than the House
of the Sanctuary ;* as it is written, ¢ I have surely built thee
an house to dwell in.” (1 Kings, viii, 13.)

* The Temple.
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Caaprer 1IV.

Tre duration of the flood was twelve months complete, as is
written in Gen. vii. 11, “In the 600th year of,” &c. The
men of his (Noah’s) generation did not live to a future time, nor

- were they judged, since we read, “ My Spirit shall not always
strive with man.” (Gen. vi. 3.)

Rabbi Joshua says that ¢ the second month, the seventeenth
day of the month” (Gen. vii. 11), refers to Ijar (April), which
is the second, as reckoned from Nisan (March), in which month
the world was created, and the Pleiades set. In this month,
Ijar, he asserts the deluge commenced, and that God overturned
the order of the world, because men had perverted their works
before him. Rabbi Eliezer considers the words ¢ second
month and seventeenth day,” to refer to the month Marchesh-
van (October), which, in like manner, is second to Tisri
(September), in which month, ke asserts, the world was
created, the Pleiades also rise, and it is the time of rains
and showers. The learned follow the words of Rabbi Eliezer
as regards the flood, but, as regards the solstices and equinoxes,
they iollow Rabbi Joshua.

¢ And the rain was upon the earth 40 days and 40 nights.”
(Gen. vii. 12.) Until when did the 40 days and 40 nights
extend? To the 27th day of the month Kisleu (December).
“ And the waters prevailed upon the earth 150 days.” (Gen.
vil. 24.) Until when did these 150 days extend? Even to
the first of the month Sivan (May). Then the waters stood
still, and became tranquil, the wicked having received in them
their deserved punishment, each according to his works.
The waters were 150 days decreasing. ¢ And the waters
returned from off the earth continually,” &c. (Gen. viii. 3.)
“ Fifteen cubits upwards did the waters prevail.” (Gen. vii. 20.)
They rose for 60 days, a cubit in every four days, each day a
palm and a half. “ And the ark rested in the seventh month,
on the seventeenth day of the month” (Gen. viii. 4), which is
Sivan (May). So that, when you reckon from the time when
the rain ceased, it is found to have rested in 16 days. How
high, therefore, was the ark raised from the earth? Four
cubits,. How deep was it immersed in the water? Eleven
cubits.

When 40 days had passed, during which the waters had
begun to abate, on the tenth day of the month Tammuz (June),
Noah opened the window of the ark, and sent forth a raven
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(which did not return to him). (Gen. viii. 6, 7.) Having
again waited seven days, he sent forth a dove (v. 8), which
found no resting-place for the sole of her foot. (v. 9.) There-
fore he waited another seven days, and again sent forth the
dove (v. 10), “and the dove came to him,” &e. (vv. 10, 11.)
Afterwards, having again waited seven days, he sent forth the
dove once more, which returned not again to him (v. 12), but
went forth, and remained on the top of the mountains.

In the tenth month, on the first day, the tops of the
mountains were seen (Gen. viii. 5). This month was Ab
(July). But when you begin to reckon from the time when
the waters first began to decrease, it is found they were
absorbed (during the period between) the first day of Ab
(July) and the first day of Tisri (September). ¢ And it came
to pass, in the 601st year (of Noah’s life), in the first month,
the first day of the month, the waters were dried up.” (Gen.
viii. 13.) A part of a month is here put for a whole month.
Hence we say, when one day of a month has passed, it must
be reckoned as a whole month. In the same manner, when
one month of a year has passed, it must be considered as a
whole and complete year. Thus part of a month is estimated
as a whole and complete month, and part of a year as a
complete year. ¢ The waters were dried up from off the
earth.” (Gen. viii. 13.) The waters which had descended
from above were dried up by the winds; those that had burst
up from beneath ‘returned again to their place. But the earth
was as yet moist, having been reduced to a kind of turbid and
thick mud. Thus the sowing of seed was delayed until the
rain had descended. The waters of the flood were an example
and sign of a curse, and a curse cannot comprehend a blessing,.
But in the second month, on the 27th day of that month, which
is Marchesvan (October), the earth became hard, and was
restored to dryness (Gen. viii. 14).

Here you have twelve complete months and eleven days
remaining. What, then, is the condition and nature of these
eleven days? We learn from them that the solar year exceeds
the lunar year by eleven days. Rabbi Eliezer asks, How comes
it that, from the beginning of the world, the solar year has
exceeded the lunar year by eleven days? When the sun and
moon were created (on the fourth day) it was at the time of
full moon, and it was 15 days before the sun and moon were
together. From this number 15, if you take away four, being
the number of days which preceded their creation (since they
were formed on the fourth day), eleven will remain. Then

\
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his disciples said to him, “ When they were in conjunction for
the first time the moon and sun were together.” To this he
replied, “ The moon alternately advances towards the sun, and
withdraws from him.”* Rabgi Simeon, the son of Gamaliel,
says, “ Let him who wishes to ascertain that the days of the
sun (the solar year) exceed those of the moon (the lunar year)
by eleven days, notice a point at the summer solstice in the
month Tammuz (June). In the following year, at the same
period, he will perceive that the moon will not arrive at that
same point until eleven days after the sun. And thus he will
comprehend how the solar year exceeds the lunar year by
eleven days.”t

Cuarrer V.,

For seven days God spake with Moses in the bush, as may
be gathered from these words, “ And Moses said to the
Lord,Tam not a man of words (eloquent), neither since yester-
day, nor since the third day, nor since thou hast spoken to thy
servant.” (Exod. iv. 10.) Now the expression * the third
day” implies three days. The conjunction (neither or nor)
thrice repeated,} three more, to which the day in which the
words were spoken being added, these altogether make seven
days. This was at the time of the Passover, for it took place the
15th Nisan (March), the same day on which, the year follow-
ing, the children of Israel went out of Egypt.

And on the same 15th Nisan God spake to Abraham from
betwixt the pieces of the divided sacrifice. (Gen. xv.) On the
15th Nisan Angels came to our father Abraham to announce
to him the grateful tidings (the conceiving of Isaac) (Gen.
xviii. 2,3); and at the same time on the following year Isaac
our father was born, as is written: ¢ At the time appointed
I will return to thee.” (Gen. xviii. 14.) On the 15th Nisan
also the children of Israel departed from Egypt. For it is
written, “ At the end of the 430 years,” &c. (Ex. xii. 41.)

* From full to new moon the moon advances towards the sun, from new
to full she recedes from him. .

+ The author alludes to the difference between a Lunar year of twelve
lunations, containing 354 days and a Solar year of 365 days.

1 In the original, the conjunction D), rendered neither or nor, is thrice
repeated.
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Thus all occurred at one and the same time. On the 14th day
the Israelites slaughtered their Paschal lambs in Egypt, which
was the fifth day of the week (Thursday). In that night the
first-born were slain. The day after the Passover, on the eve
of the Sabbath, they went forth from Rameses; as is written:
“ And the children of Israel removed from Rameses, and
pitched in Succoth.” (Num. xxxiii. 5.) And they went from
Rameses in the first month, on the 15th day of the month,
and afterwards the Egyptians buried their first-born. From
Rameses they marched to Succoth, and from Succoth to Etham,
“which is on the edge of the wilderness.” (Num. xxxiii. 7.)
Thus three days were spent.

“ On the fourth day it was told the king of Egypt that the
people had fled.” (Exed. xiv. 5.) ¢ On thefifth and sixth days
the Egyptians pursued the children of Israel,” &c. (Exod. xiv.
9.) 8n the seventh night they went down to the sea. For it
. is written, “ It was a cloud and darkness to them, but gave
light by night to these.” (Exod. xiv. 20.) In the morning the

Israelites ascended from the sea, but the Egyptians were

drowned. In that same hour Israel sang a song, as is written,
. Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto
the Lord,” &c. (Exod. xv. 1.) And that (seventh)* day hap-
pened on the fifth day of the week, and was a feast, and the
last day of the celebration of the Passover. And from the
Red Sea the Israelites journeyed to Marah, which is near it:
“ But when they came to Marah they were unable to drink
the water” (Exod. xv. 23); as is written: “ And there the
Lord made for them a statute and an ordinance.” (Exod. xv.
25.) There also the ten commandments were delivered to
them, of which seven had already been enjoined to the descend-
ants of Noah, inasmuch as it is written, “ And the Lord God
(Jehovah Elohim) commanded the man (Adam) saying, Of
every tree of the garden thou mayest f'reely eat.” (Gen. ii. 16.)t
(Thus, first), the word “commanded” relates to Justice, as
itis declared, ¢ For I know him that he will command his child-
ren.” (Gen. xviii. 19.) And also “ To do justice and judgment.”
(Secondly), the word ¢ Lord ” (Jehovah) relates to honour-
* Seveoth day of their journey.
+ The passage in the original runs thus,
5280 YK 131y Som mrb oIRA-SY DNOR T W

which is literally, ¢ And commanded the Lord God the man saying, Of all the
trees of the garden eating thou shalt eat.””

For the perfect understanding of the succeeding passages in the text it is
necessary to keep in view not only the order of the words, but also the relation
they severally bear to the passages of Scripture quoted. The allusions to the
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ing the name of the Lord: as is written, “ And he that blas-
phemeth the name of the Lord (Jehovah), he shall surely be
put to death.” (Lev. xxiv. 16.

(Thirdly), the word ¢ God” (Elohim) relates to Idolatry, for
it is written, ¢ Thou shalt have no other Gods (Elohim) before
me.” (Exod. xx. 3). ’ /

SF ourthly), The word “man” (Adam) refers to the shedding
of blood, for it is said, ¢ Whoso sheddeth man’s blood by man
shall his blood be shed.” (Gen. ix. 6.)

(Fifthly), the word “saying” relates to impure connexion or
to uncovering the nakedness (adultery), for it is written, «If a
man put away his wife and she io from him, and become
another man’s, shall he return to her again? shall not that
land be greatly polluted ? but thou hast played the harlot with
many lovers; yet return again to me, saith the Lord.” (Jer.
iii. 1.)

(Sixthly), The words, «“Of every tree of the garden,” relate
to theft, for it is written, *“ Of all that about which he hath
sworn falsely he shall even restore it in the principal, and shall
add the ﬁf'tg7 part more thereto.” (Lev. vi. 5.)° Rabbi Chaia
teaches that whatever is preserved in a garden is prohibited
under the name of theft, and whatever is not preserved in
a garden is also referred to under the name of theft.

(Seventhly), The words, “Thou mayest freely eat,” refer to
the members of a living animal, as it is found written: ¢ But
flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, thou shalt
not eat.” (Gen. ix. 4.)

From Marah they journeyed to Elim, as is related in the
history, * And they removed from Marah and came to Elim.”
SI;Tum. xxxiil. 9.) Whence we also collect that they pitched
their tents close to the fountains of water. From Elim they
went to Alush, as is written, ¢ After removing from Elim they
came into the wilderness of Sin,” which is Alush, *“on the
fifteenth day of the second month,* from the departure of
the children of Israel out of Egypt.” (Exod. xvi. 1; Num.
xxxiii. 10, 11.)

This was the first day of the week, Whence we learn

words Jehovah and Elohim need no comment. In the fourth precept, o
(Adam) is “Man,” and o7 (Dam) “blood.”” In the fifth the passage in
Jeremiah referred to begins with anKY, “saying.’”’ In the sixth, 32 (Gan) “a
garden,’’ begins with the same letter as 913 (Gezel) ¢ Theft,”’” and in the seventh
the verse prohibiting the eating of flesh with the blood, concludes with Y5axn &b,
‘‘ Thou shalt not eat.”” The whole forms a very characteristic specimen of the
Rabbinical mode of expounding the Scriptures.
* The text has ‘‘ seventh month,”’ which is obviously incorrect.
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that the first day of the month Ijar (April) was the first
day of the week. Besides, we also learn that the Israelites
had eaten the unleavened bread which they had brought in
their hands out of Egypt, for 30 days, and that on that day
their bread failed them. In the evening they ate the quails, and
in the'morning they collected the manna.

The Sabbath also was instituted in Alush, and here they
celebrated the first Sabbath, as is written, “ So the people
rested on the Sabbath-day.” (Exod. xvi. 30.) The first day
of the week, the 22d of Ijar (April), they removed from Alush
and came to Rephidim, where the miracle of the well took
place, they also fought against the Amalekites, and celebrated
the second Sabbath there. (Exod. xvii. 1,et seq.) Afterwards
they removed to the desert of Sinai, in which they met with
the cloud of Divine majesty. During five days Moses as-
cended to the top of the mountain, and occasionally descended,
that he might declare to the people the oracles of God and
return with their replies to the Lord. On the sixth day of
the third month the Decalogue was delivered to them. This
was a Sabbath day.

Cuarrer VI.

Ox the seventh day after the delivery of the Ten Command-
ments Moses ascended the mountain, as is written, * And the
glory of the Lord dwelt upon Mount Sinai,” &c. (Exod. xxiv.
15-18), and the cloud hid Moses for seven days to purify him.
And on the seventh day the Lord called Moses from the
midst of the cloud. ~So Moses having entered into the midst
of the cloud ascended the mount and remained there forty
days and forty nights. On the 17th of the month of Tammuz
SJune) he descended and broke the tables, and the following

ay Moses said unto the people, “Ye have sinned,” &c.
(Exod. xxxii. 15, 19, 20.)

He went up again on the 18th of the same month Tammuz
(June), and implored the mercy of the Lord for Israel, as we
read, I fell down before the Lord forty days and forty nights
as I fell down at the first, because the {ord had said he
would destroy you.” (Deut. ix. 25.) At that hour the holy
and blessed God was merciful to Israel, and commanded
Moses to cut.two other tables, and afterwards to ascend the
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mountain in these words: ¢ At that time the Lord said unto
me, Hew thee two tables of stone like unto the first, and
come up to me into the mount, and make thee an ark of
wood.” (Deut. x. 1.) He came down on the 28th day of the
month Ab (July) and hewed out two tables, as it is written:
¢ And he hewed two tables of stone like to the first. And
Moses rose up early in the morning,” &c. (Exod. xxxiv. 4.)
He again went up on the 29th of the month Ab (July), and a
repeated and renewed law was granted a second time, as he
testifies : “ I stayed in the mount, according to the first time, 40
days and 40 nights,” &c. “ The Lord would not destroy thee.”
(Deut. x. 10.) What does “ according to the first time”
signify ? It implies that, as at the first, so God was at the
second time appeased ; and therefore you may say, that in the
intermediate days he was greatly angered.

On the 10th day of Tisri (September), which is the day
of atonement, he came down from the mount and declared to
them that he had been accepted by the Lord, as is written:
“ Pardon our iniquities and our sins, and take us for thine
inheritance.” (Exod. xxxiv. 9.) Therefore, this day is ap-
pointed to be annually commemorated by all succeeding
generations, as is written: ¢ And this shall be an everlasting
statute unto you,” &c. (Lev. xvi. 34.) :

« And when Moses came down,” &c., “and they returned
to him,” “ and afterwardsall the children of Israel came nigh,
and he gave them in commandment,” &c. (Exod. xxxiv. 29,
31, 32.) What were those things that Moses commanded
them? That they should build a tabernacle; and therefore
they set about building the tabernacle ; *“ and they came, every
one whose heart stirred him up.” (Exod. xxxv. 21.) And
Moses beheld all the work ; and, behold, they had done it even
as the Lord had commanded: and Moses blessed them. (Exod.
xxxix. 43.) And with what blessing did he bless them? He
said unto them, I pray that the Schechina (or Divine glory)
may rest on the works of your hands; and the people replied,
¢ Let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us,” &c. (Ps.
xc. 17.) Rabbi Meier considers Moses did not use that
benediction, but this, “The Lord God of your fathers make
you a thousand times as many more as ye are.” (Deut.i. 11.)
And also, Blessed be ye, O Israelites, who are accounted
worthy to minister in this tabernacle. But that you may be
considered worthy of this, you must so live that through your
justice and good actions this chosen mansion may be granted
to you, in order that the Schechina (Divine glory) may dwell

' D
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in the midst of you,” as is written : * And let them make me a
sanctuary, that I may dwell among them.” (Exod. xxv. 8.)

CaarTER VIL

« AnD the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, On the first day
of the first month shalt thou set up the tabernacle of the tent
of the congregation. And thou shalt put therein the ark of
the testimony.” (Exod. xl. 1.) The seven days of consecration
began on the 23d day of Adar (February), and were com-
pleted on the 1st of Nisan (March). Onall these seven days of
consecration, Moses erected a tabernacle each morning, and
offered sacrifices in it, and afterwards disjoined and unloosed
it. On the eighth day he erected one, but did not disjoin it.
Rabbi José, son of Jehoida, is of a different opinion, and says
that he erected one on the eighth day, and also took it down
again. “And Aaron and his sons shall eat the flesh of the
ram and the bread that is in the basket.” (Exod. xxix. 32.)
¢ Therefore shall ye abide at the door of the tabernacle day
and night, seyen days. And Aaron and his sons did all that the
Lord commanded.” (Lev. viii. 35, 36.) * And it came to pass
on the eighth day, that Moses called Aaron and his sons,” &c.
(Lev. ix. 1.)

After the seven days of consecration, on the day which was
the first of the week, and the first of the month of Nisan
(March), on that same day Aaron and his sons stood up, and
washed their hands and their feet in the basin, and observed
all the services and regulations, according to prescribed order.
On that day the princes first began to make offerings, as is
written: * And the princes oﬁ‘ere%i their offerings,” &c. “ And
he that offered his offering the first day was Nahshon, the son
of Amminadab.” (Num. vii. 12, 13.)

*This day was the first of the creation of the.world. On
this day the princes first made their offerings. It was the
first day in which the Schechina dwelt in Israel, as is written :
I will dwell amongst the children of Israel.” (Exod. xxix.
45 ; 1 Kings, vi. 13.) It was the first day on which altars to
idols were prohibited; the first day of the appointment of the
priesthood ; the first day on which the people were blessed ;

* The author proceeds to enumerate the great events in the history of the
Tsraelites that had taken place on the first of the month Nisan (March).
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the first day of solemn sacrifices ; the first day of the months ;
the first day of the offering of sacrifices towards the north;
the first day on which sacred things were eaten ; the first day
on which the heavenly fire descended, as Moses writes: “ And
there came a fire,” &c. (Lev. ix. 24.) On this day the
Israelites first offered the daily sacrifices, such as votive and
voluntary sacrifices, those for sin and for offences, or injuries,
and also the first-fruits and tenths. Of that day Solomon also
says, “ Awake, O north wind! and come, thou south, blow
upon my garden, that the spices thereof may flow out.” (Cant.
iv. 16.) The words, “ Awake, O north wind!” mean the
burnt-offerings, which were " sacrificed towards the north.
¢ Come, thou south!” the peace-offerings, which were slain
towards the south. ¢Blow upon my garden,” the assembly
of the congregation. ¢ That the spices thereof may flow
through it,” designates the burning of perfumes. But what
follows? ¢ Let my beloved come into his garden,” is to be
understood of the Schechina. ¢ That he may eat his pleasant
fruits;” these are the oblations. “I am come into my garden,
my sister, my spouse;” that is the eighth day. I have
gathered my myrrh with my spice ;” that is the burning and
incense-offerings. “ I have eaten my honey-comb with my
honey ;” these are the members of the burnt-offerings and the
fat oz” the most holy sacrifices. I have drunk my wine with
my milk;” these are the drink-offerings and the fat of the
common sacrifices. * Eat, O friends;” these are Moses and
Aaron: “Yea, drink abundantly, O beloved;” this is the
community of Israel.

On the same day Elischeba, the daughter of Amminadab,
experienced four pleasures above all the rest of the Israelites,
and also one grief. For her brother-in-law S]Moses) was
king; her husband (Aaron) was high-priest; her brother
(Nachash) was prince; and her sons were next in dignity to
the high-priest. 'But she mourned for her two sons, Nadab
and Abihu. Some add that her grandson, Phineas, was also
distinguished as a warrior. .

On the 2d day of the month of Nisan, Eleazer, the priest,
offered the heifer as a burnt-offering for sin; and they sprinkled
all the children of Israel several times. (Num. xix.) The 14th
day the Israelites sacrificed their Paschal lambs, and it was the
Sabbath-day. .
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Caaprrer VIII.

¢ AND the Lord spake unto Moses in the wilderness of Sinai,
in the tabernacle of the congregation, on the first day of the
second month, in the second year after they were come out of
the land of Egypt, saying, Take ye the sum of all the congre-
gation,” &c.; “ From 20 years old,” &c.; “ And with you there
shall be a man of every tribe,” &c. (Num.i.1-4.) And after-
wards, “ Number all the firstborn of the males of the children
of Israel,” &c. (Num. iii. 40.) And again, * Take the sum of
the sons of Kohath.” (Num. iv. 2.) And again, “ Take also the
sum of the sons of Gershon.” (Num. iv. 22.) Again, ¢ As for
the sons of Merari,” &c. (Num. iv. 29.) And finally, ¢ They
were numbered by the hand of Moses,” &c. (Num. iv. 49).

On the 14th (ﬁmy of the month Ijar, those who were defiled
by a dead body kept the second passover, as is written: “ And
there were certain men who were defiled by the dead body of
a man;” and, ¢ The Lord spake unto Moses, saying, If an
man of you shall be unclean by reason of a dead body,” &c.
(Num. ix. 6, 11.) “And it came to pass on the 20th day
of the second month, in the second year, the cloud was taken
up from off the tabernacle,” &c. (Num. x. 11.) Thus we find
they were delayed in the desert of Sinai twelve months, less
ten days. It is also written: ¢ And Moses wrote their goings
out according to their journeys,” &c. (Num. xxxiii. 2.)

They journeyed from the wilderness of Sinai and came
to Kibroth Hattaavah, where they remained 30 days, as is
written: ¢ Ye shall not eat one day nor two days,” &c. (Num.
xi. 19, 20.) From Kibroth Hattaavah they came to Hazeroth
(Num. xxiii. 17), where they remained seven days, for we
read: “ And Miriam was shut out from the camp seven days,”
&c. (Num. xii. 15.) Afterwards they journeyed from Haze-
roth, and pitched in the wilderness of Paran on the 25th day
of the month Sivan (May), and on the 29th day of the same
month Moses sent the spies, as we may gather from that which
is written: “ Now the time was the time of the first ripe
grapes.” (Num. xiii. 20.) ¢ They returned from searching of
the land after 40 days.” (Num. xiii. 25.) That is on the 9th
of the month Ab. Thus, we find it recorded, on the 9th of the
month Ab it was declared to our forefathers that they should
not enter the land. After the return of the spies, the revolt of
Korah, and his being swallowed up, happened, as is written :
 Moreover, thou hast not brought us into the land that

»
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floweth with milk and honey,” &c. (Num. xvi. 14.) “ And
the Lord’s anger was kindled against Israel,” &c. (Num. xxxii.
13.) And also we read: “ And the space in which we came
from Kadesh-barnea, until we were come over the brook Zered,
was 38 years,” &c. (Deut. ii. 14.) Nineteen years were they
whilst wandering and roving, and 19 years they sojourned
in Kadesh-barnea (together 38 years), as is written: “So ye
abode in Kadesh many days, according unto the days that
ye abode there.” (Deut. i. 46.) Since now they had remained
there 19 years, and that was after another 19 years had passed,
it is plain 38 years must have elapsed since the Exodus.
We find the entire number of resting-places to have been 42.

Caarprer IX.

THE whole congregation came into the wilderness of Sin
in the first month, and the people dwelt in Kadesh, where
Miriam died and was buried ; and as there was no water there
for that multitude, they gathered together against Moses and
Aaron (Num. xx. 1, 2), because a well was wanting. This
was the 40th year, and the 1st of the month Nisan; at
which time Moses sent messengers from Kadesh to the King
of Edom, &c. (Num. xx. 14). There Israel dwelt, over-
shadowed by the clou#, three months. And Aaron the priest
went up into Mount Hor, where he died, at the age of
123 years. (Num. xxxiii. 38, 39.) On the day of Aaron’s
decease the cloud of glory disappeared, and the Canaanites
came to fight with Israel, as is written: “ And when Arad,
king of the Canaanites, heard,” &c. (Num. xxi. 1.) Now,
what did he hear? He heard that Aaron, the greatest leader
of the Israelites, was dead, and that the cloud of glory that
had fought for them had disappeared, and he came, and
attacking them, forced them to retreat seven marches, and
they pitched their tents in Mosera, as is written: ¢ The
children of Israel took their journey from Beeroth, of the
children of Jaakan, to Mosera, where Aaron died and was
buried.” (Deut. x. 6). But how can it be said that he died
in Mosera, when in Numbers (xx. 23, 28; xxxiii. 38, 39) it is
said he died at Hor? They retreated seven marches from
Mount Hor, where Aaron died, until they pitched their tents
- in Mosera, where they buried him. They then journeyed to
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Gudgoda (Deut. x. 7), and thence to Jotbath, “a land of rivers
of water,” and thence to Beer (Num. xxi. 16), where a second
time a well was indicated to them; and thence they went to
Oboth, and from Oboth to Ije-abarim, in the border of Moah.
(Num. xxxiii. 43, 44.) Departing thence, they fixed their
camp by the brook Zareth, and finally they encamped on the
side of Arnon. And there they fought with Sihon, and Israel
smote him with the edge of the sword. (Num. xxi. 23, 24.)

 And they turned and went by the way of Bashan,” &c.
(Num. xxi. 33.) < And the Lord said unto Moses, Fear
him not,” &c.; ¢ so they smote him and his sons.” (Num. xxi.
34, 35.) Afterwards the children of Israel set forward and
pitched in the plains of Moab. (Num. xxii. 1.) And it was
after the plague (Num. xxv. 9) that “the Lord spake unto
Moses a.ug to Eleazar,”. &c. (Num. xxvi. 1): “ Unto these
shall the land be divided,” &c. (Num. xxvi. 53.) Then they
stood in the plains of Moab. Children were made to restore
the land (they inherited) to their parents, and parents again
made their children their heirs.* '

Serach, the daughter of Asher, was one of those who went
down into Egypt, and also one of those who departed from it.
That she was among those that went down into Egypt appears
from this passage of Scripture: “And Serach their sister.”
(Gen. xlvi. 17.) That she was among those who came out
thence may be gathered from this: “ And the name of the
daughter of Asher was Serach.” (Num. xxvi.46.)

ochebed, in like manner, was one of those who went

down into Egypt, and who came up from thence, as we learn
from the passage: ¢ And the name of Amram’s wife was
Jochebed, the daughter of Levi,” &c. (Num. xxvi. 59.) Jair
and Macir, the sons of Manasseh, were born during the life-
time of our father Jacob, their grandfather, and lived till after
the death of Moses, our lawgiver.t (Num. xxii. 39,41.) Nobah
was also one of those born in Egypt, who died after Moses, and
was buried on the borders of J ord‘;u; and no others remained
alive after him excepting Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, and
Joshua, the son of Nun. .

* This obscure passage relates to the laws of inheritance among the Jews, as
laid down in Nnmgers, xxvi. 53-56. Rabbi Solomon, commenting on these
verses, has a long explanation, but it is too abstruse to be more than just men-
tioned here. His object appears to be to show that, although in most instances
the living inherit the property of the dead, there may be cases in which the dead
inherit the property of the living.

+ I have rendered v2an by this word, as the more appropriate term. | Ed.]

—.
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Caarrer X.

IN the 40th year, in the 11th month, the first day of the
month, Moses declared to all Israel what the Lord had com-
manded him, &c. After he had slain .Sihon, king of the
Amorites, who dwelt in Heshbon, and Og, the king of Bashan,
&e., at the time they went over Jordan into the land of Moab.
(Deut. i. 3-5.) From the 1st of Shebat (June) to the 6th of
Adar (Feb.), during 36 days, Moses, ourlawgiver, explained the
entire law. Also on the 6th (of Adar), God said to Moses,
The days draw near that thou shalt die. (Deut. xxxi. 14.)
On the 7th of Adar, *Moses went and spake these words
unto all Israel, and he said, I am this day 120 years old.”
As he need not have said this day, why was that expression
used? Because it declares to us that l%'[oses was born on the
7th of Adar, and on the 7th of Adar he died, as is written:
¢ So Moses, the servant of the Lord, died there in the land of
Moab, according to the word of the Lord, and he buried him
in a valley in the land of Moab, over against Beth-peor; but
no man knoweth of his sepulchre to this day. And Moses
was 120 years old when Ee died. His eye was not dim,
nor his natural force abated.” (Deut. xxxiv. 5-7.)

“Now after the death of Moses the servant of the Lord it
came to pass that the Lord spake unto Joshua the son of Nun,
Moses’ minister, saying, Now therefore arise, go over this
Jordan.” (Josh. i. 1.) “ Then Joshua commanded the officers
of the people, saying, Pass through the host, and command the
people, saying, }l”repare you victuals; for within three days
ye shall pass over this Jordan, to go in to possess the land,
which the Lord your God giveth you to possess it.” (Josh. i.
10, 11.) And the people came up out of Jordan on the tenth
day of the first month, and encamped in Gilgal, on the east
border of Jericho. Look back on all this, and you will find
it amounts to 33 days, — another proof that Moses, our law-
giver, died on the seventh day of the month of Adar.

Three great leaders, or governors, were raised up to the
Israelites—DMoses, Aaron, and Miriam. Also three remarkable

ifts were vouchsafed to them through their intercession—the
%’V’ell, the Column of Smoke, and the Manna. Manna from the
righteousness of Moses, the column of smoke from that of
Aaron, and the well from that of Miriam. When, at the death
of Miriam, the well was lost, it was restored at the intercession
of Moses and Aaron. At the death of Aaron, the pillar of
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smoke disappeared. It was, however, subsequently again
granted through the merits of Moses. At the death of Moses
all three disappeared, for it is written: “I have cut off three
teachers in the same month.” (Zech. xi. 8.)

But how can these three be said to have departed this life
in the same month, since that it was only in one and the same
year they died? Thus, Miriam died on the 10th day of Nisan
(January); Aaron on the 1st of Ab (July); and Moses, our
master, on the 7th of Adar (February): (but) as on.the day
Moses died, these three gifts were taken away and not again
restored (they are said to have died in the same month).

The manna which had been collected on the 7th of Adar
they used to the 16th of Nisan, as it is written (Josh. v. 11):
But the manna ceased on that day when they had eaten of the
fruits of the land, “nor had the children of Israel manna any
more, but they did eat of the fruit of the land of Canaan of
that year” (Josh. v.12): asitis also written, ¢ And the children
of Israel did eat manna 40 years, until they came to a land,
to an habitable land,” &c. (Exod. xvi. 35.) What does this
mean? That on the same day that Moses died the manna
ceased to fall from heaven. So thatthey had used this food until
they reached the borders of Canaan, and on that day the manna

.they had in their hands was consumed. ~Which was on the
whole 40 years, excepting 30 days: but these 30 days are
those during which they ate the cakes they brought in their
hands out of Egypt, and which afforded food to them until
the manna appeared, and thus the number is supplied.

Cuarrer X1

THE people came up out of Jordan on the tenth of the month,
of the first month, and they took twelve stones from the
farther bank of Jordan and put them where the priests’ feet
stood, firm; and they also took other twelve stones from the
midst of Jordan and placed them in Gilgal, eastwards towards
- Jericho. (Josh. iv. 8,19, 20.) And after they had come up
from Jordan to Mount Gerizim and to Mount Ebal, which
were in the land of Samaria towards Sichem, near the Mount
Elon, in Moreh, as is written: ¢ Are they not on the other side
Jordan, by the way where the sun goeth down, in the land of
the Canaanites,” &c. (Deut. xi. 30.) There the Israelites




SEDER OLAM RABBA. 25

proclaimed blessings: and curses, and placed them (the stones)
in the order which he had commanded them, saying, « Take
you hence out of the midst of Jordan, eut of the place where
the priests’ feet stood firm, twelve stones; and ye shall carry
them over with you, and leave them in the lodging place
where you shall lodge this night.” (Josh. iv. 3.) Now those
twelve stones taken from Jordan, Joshua erected in Gilgal.
(Josh. iv. 20.) And when they had * plastered them with
plaster,” they inscribed on them the Law in 70 languages,
as it is written, “ And thou shalt write upon them all the
words of this Law very plainly.” (Deut. xxvii. 3-8.)

They also offered peace-offerings and did eat there. As
it is said (v. 7), “ Thou shalt offer a peace-offering, and shalt
eat there and rejoice before the Lord thy God.” And at that
same time the Israelites were bound to the observance of the
peace-offering (Num. xv. 20), circumcision of trees (Lev.
xix. 23), and first-fruits (Lev. xxiii. 14). At that time the
Lord said to Joshua, Make to thee sharp knives,” &c. (Josh.
v. 2.) This was on the eleventh of Nisan. * And Joshua
made lim sharp knives and circumcised again the children
of Israel at the hill of Haaraloth” (the foreskins). (Josh. v. 3.)
On the 14th day of Nisan the Israelites sacrificed ‘heir Paschal
lambs, as is written, ¢ And the children of Israel encamped in
Gilgal, and kept the Passover on the 14th day of the month, at
even, in the plains of Jericho.” (Josh. v. 10.) On the 16th
of Nisan the children of Israel did eat of the old corn, as is
written, “ And they did eat of the old corn of the land on the
morrow,” &c. (v. 11.) After the Passover, on the 22d of Nisan,
the{ received the command to surround (Jericho), ¢ And ye
shall compass the city,” &c. (Josh. vi. 3.) «And it came to pass
on the seventh day they rose early,” &c. (v. 15), which day
Rabbi Jose asserts was the Sabbath. The wars with Jericho,
with Ai, and with Gibeon, were finished in the space of three
" months.  On the third day of Tammuz (June), *“ Joshua said
in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou still apon Gibeon, and
thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon; and the Sun stood still,
and the Moon stayed, until the people had avenged themselves
upon their enemies.” (Josh. x. 12, 13.) This-day Rabbi Jose
considers as having been that of the summer solstice; whence
we gather that the first of Nisan (March)in that year was
the day of the vernal equinox. :

And Caleb said unto Joshua, Forty years old was I when
Moses sent me to spy out the land, and now, behold, I am.
this day eighty and five years old (Josh. xiv. 7,-10); whence

E
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we learn that the Israelites had employed seven years in sub-
jugating the land. But whence do we gather that they occu-

ied seven (other) yearsin dividing the land by lot before they
ﬁegan to reckon the tythes, the years of release, and the
Jubilees? From this: the Israelites were seated in their
land, from the time they entered it until they were driven out
of it, 850 years, which comprise seventeen full and complete
Jubilees. Thus Ezekiel declares, ¢ In the five and twentieth
year of our captivity, in the beginning of the year, in the tenth
day of the month, in .the fourteenth year after that the city
was smitten, in the self-same day the hand of the Lord was
upon me.” (Ezek. xl. 1.) When was this said by him? At
the beginning of a Jubilee. But if 17 Jubilees were then fully
complete and ended, how is it that 14 years remain over? Say,
then, that these are the 14 years which the Israelites passed in
Gilgal, during seven of which they subjugated the land, and
seven during which they divided it by lot. For “after the
whole congregation of the children of Israel had assembled
together at Shiloh,” &c. (Josh. xviii. 1), then was begun the
fixing the tythes, the years of release (Deut. xiv. 22; xv. 1),
and the Jubilees. (Lev. xxv. 2, 8.)

At that time Joshua called before him.the tribes of Reuben
and Gad, and the half tribe of Manasseh, and spoke to them
and sent them away, and they went unto their tents, and he
blessed them. (Josh. xxii. 1,6.) And when they had entered
into their lands ““ they built there an altar, a great altar to see
to.” (Josh. xxii. 10.) Joshua dwelt with them the first year
of release; the second he could not, having previously been
overtaken by death.* -

The house (tabernacle) he erected was situate at Shiloh.
The foundation was of stone, but above it was covered with
curtains. And Israel occupied this 369 years, after which it
was abandoned and went to ruin.t

* The year of release was at the end of every seventh year. (Deut. xv. 1.)
The text therefore implies that Joshua died in the interval between the first and
second years of release.

+ This relates to the tabernacle in which the ark of God was kept until the
building of the Temple by Solomon. This passage of the ‘¢ Seder Olam ’ is
quoted by Abarbanel, in commenting on Josh. xviii. 1, to prove the existence of
his tabernacle of Joshua for 369 years.
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Cuarrer XII.

Josmua ruled over Israel 28 years, “ And it came to pass
after these things that Joshua, the son of Nun, the servant of
the Lord died, aged 110 years, and they buried him,” &c.
(Josh. xxiv. 29, 30.) At the same time Eleazar, the son of
Aaron, died, as is written, *“ And Eleazar, the son of Aaron,
died,” &c. (v. 33.) * And Israel served the Lord all the days
of Joshua, and all the days of the elders, who prolonged their
days after Joshua,”* &c. (v. 31. Judg. ii. 7.) llZI‘hey are said
to have prolonged their duys and not their years.

After Joshua, Othniel the son of Kenaz, ruled over Israel
for 40 years. From these you must deduct eight years,
during which they served the king, Cushan-Rishathaim. (Judg.
iii. 9, ll.f) At which time were formed the graven images of
Micah; for it is written, * And the children of Dan set up the
graven image,” &c. (Judg. xviii. 30.) This also was the time
of the concubine of Gibeah, as appears from the same history :
“But the man would not tarry that night, but rose up and
departed, and came over against Jebus,” &c. ; “ And his master
said unto him,” &c. (Judg. xix. 10, 12.) Ehud, the son of
Gera, succeeded Othniel; he ruled for 80 years, from which
the 18 years the Israelites served Eglon, the king of Moab
(Judg. 1ii. 14, 15), must be deducted. Towards the latter
part of his rule Shamgar, the son of Anath, flourished. (v. 31.)

At this time, in the days of Eglon, the history recorded in
the Book of Ruth must be placed, as is written, “Now it came
to pass in the days when the Judges ruled,” &c.; “ And the
name of the man was Elimelech,” &c. ;  And Elimelech died,”
&c. (Ruth,i. 1, et seq.) The text also adds, * Nay, my daugh-
ters,” &c.; “ The hand of the Lord is gone out against me,”
&c. The history also relates,  Whithersoever they went out
the hand of the Lord was against them for evil.” (Judg. ii.
15.) Nashon, the son of Amminadab, died in the second year of
the Exodus out of Egypt. Salmon, his son, was one of those
who entered into the promised land, and died after Joshua; as
also all of that generation. Elimelech was the brother of
Salmeon.

* In our version the word ** overlived ’’ is substituted for  prolonged their
days after,”’ which is given in the margin as the literal rendering.
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After Ehud, Deborah and Barak, the son of Abinoam, ruled
for 40 years, from which we must subtract the two years during
which the Israelites were oppressed by Jabin and Sisera. After-
wards, when the children of Israel had done evil in the sight
of the Lord, he delivered them into the hands of the Midianites
for seven years. (Judg. vi. 1.) Gideon ruled for 40 years.
(viii. 28 ) But the seven years of the Midianitish captivity
are not to be reckoned as part of these.

Abimelech ruled over Israel three years. (Judg. ix. 22.)
And after him there arose, to defend Israel, Tola the son of
Puah, who judged Israel 23 years. (Judg. x. 1,2.) And after
him arose Jair, a Gileadite, (who ruled) for 22 years. (v. 3.
One year must be deducted, being common to both Jair an
Tola. ¢ And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight
of the Lord” (Judg. x. 6); “and the anger of the Lord was
hot against Israel, and he sold them into the hands of the
Philistines, and into the hands of the children of Ammon; and
that year they vexed and oppressed the children of Israel:
18 years,” &c. (x. 7, 8), even to the second year of Jephthah.

In his second year Jephthah sent messengers to the kin
of the children of Ammon, and said unto him, ¢ When Israe%
dwelt in Heshbon and her towns, and in Aroer and her towns,
and in all the cities which be along the coasts of Arnon, 300
years, why therefore did ye not recover them within that
time?” (Judg. xi. 14,26.) He held the government six years.
(Judg. xii. 7.) After him Ibzan of Bethlehem ruled seven

ears (v. 8); but one year must be deducted as common to
Kim and Jephthah. ¢ And the children of Israel did evil
again in the sight of the Lord, and the Lord delivered them
into the hand of the Philistines 40 years” (Judg. xiii. 1),
namely, 20 years in the days of Jephthah, and 20 years in
the days of Samson.

Cuarrer XIII

Eu governed Israel 40 years. (1 Sam. iv. 18.) On the day
on which he died ¢ the Lord forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh,”
and deserted the tents of Joseph, «“ and delivered his strength
into captivity.” (Ps. lxxviii. 60, 61.) “ And the ark of the
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Lord was in the country of the Philistines seven months, and
the Philistines called for the priests and the diviners,” &ec.
%l Sam. vi.1,2.) “ And the men of Kirjath-jearim came, and
etched up the ark of the Lord,” &c. (vii. 1.) ¢ And it came
to pass, while the ark abode in Kirjath-jearim, that the time
was long, for it was 20 years.” (vii. 2.) From these, if you
subtract the seven years during which David reigned in He-
bron over Judah, 13 remain, of which Samuel ruled 11 alone,
and two conjointly with Saul. ¢ And it came to pass, while
the ark abode in Kirjath-jearim, that the time was long,
for it was 20 years.” (1 Sam. vii. 2.) At the commencement
of these 20 years they carried the tabernacle of the covenant
to Nob; and, although the ark of the Lord was in Kirjath-
jearim, they made their offerings during 13 years in Nob, and
afterwards, during seven years, in Gibeah. At the end of
these 20 years, David brought up the ark of God from Kirjath-
jearim to the house of Obed-edom the Gittite, where it remained
for three months, “and the Lord blessed Obed-edom, and all
his household” (2 Sam. vi. 10, 11); whence we gather that
the blessing was granted to Obed-edom entirely on account
of the ark of the Lord.

¢ Saul reigned one year,” &c. (1 Sam. xiii. 1.) At the
time when Samuel anointed Saul, he said to him, * And thoun
shalt go down before me to Gilgal,” &c. (x. 1, 8.) In his
first year he went down and smote Nahash, king of the
Ammonites, and he was anointed (king) over Israel. He
went down a second time, and did not keep his promise, and
Samuel said to Saul, “ Thou hast done foolishly: thou hast

not kept the commandment of the Lord,” &c. ﬁl Sam. xiii. 13.)
. And at that time David was anointed, as the same history

declares. And the Lord said to Samuel, “ How long wilt
thou mourn for Saul, secing I have rejected him from reigning
over Israel ?” (xvi. 1.) And a little afterwards, * Therefore
Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him (David) in the
midst of his brethren.” (xvi. 13.) Now David had then
reached his 29th year, “and Saul eyed David from that da
and forward” (with aversion). (xviii. 9.) And again we read,
* But the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul.” (xvi. 14.)
At that time Nob was destroyed (xxii. 19), and they (the
Israelites? went to Gibeah.

All the days of Samuel the Seer did not exceed 52 years,
for it is written, “Eli the priest sat upon a seat,” &c., “and
Hannah was in bitterness of soul,” &c. (1 Sam. i. 9, 10,) It
was at that very time he (Eli) was constituted judge, for after-
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wards we read, “ And he (Eli) had judged Israel 40 years.”
(1 Sam.iv. 18.) Thus there remain 13 years (of the 52); from
these, however, one year must be deducted, being that of the
conception of Samuel. Therefore, reckoning 11 years of
Samuel (as judge), and one year of Saul (to which these 40 years
being added’), the 52 years are completed. Samuel died about
four months before the death of Saul; for we read, “The
number of days that David dwelt in the country of the
Philistines was four months.” (1 Sam. xxvii. 7.)* “ After
this David inquired of the Lord, saying,” &ec. (2 Sam. ii. 1.)
¢ Ishbesheth was 40 years old when he began to reign over
Israel, and he reigned two years.” (2 Sam. ii. 10.) Thus we
see that the throne of Israel was vacant five years.t ¢ So all
the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron,” &c., *“ and
they anointed David king over Israel.” (2 Sam. v.3.) ¢ David
was 30 years old when he began to reign, and he reigned
40 years.” (v. 4.) '

Cuaprer XIV.

«So David and the elders of Israel, and the captains over
thousands, went to bring up the ark of the Lord,” &c. (1
Chron. xv. 25) “into the midst of the tent that David had
pitched for it.” (xvi. 1.) “ And when David had made an
end of offering the burnt-offerings and peace-offerings, he
blessed the people in the name of the Lord” (1 Chron. xvi. 2),
““and he dealt to every one of Israel.” (v. 3.) “And he
appointed certain of the Levites to minister before the ark,”
&c. (v.4.) “Then on that day David delivered first,” &c.
(1 Chron. xvi. 7.) Tn the morning they sang the Psalm, « O
give thanks unto the Lord, call upon his name,” to this verse,
“Touch not mine anointed,” &c. (Ps. cv. 1-15.) Betweenthe

* In our version it runs thus : ‘‘ The number of days that David dwelt in the
country of the Philistines was a full year and four months.”’

+ To render this clear, we must refer to 2 Sam. ii. 11. ¢ And the time that
David was king in Hebron, over the house of Judah, was seven years and six
months.”  Hence it appears that as Ishbosheth reigned but fwo years after the
death of Saul, and David seven years in Hebron, before he was anointed king
over Israel, there must have been an interregnum of five years.
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two vespers they sang the following Psalm: ¢ Sing unto the
Lord all the earth,” to the end: ¢ And all the people said,
Amen, and, Praise ye the Lord.” (1 Chron. xvi. 34-36.)
They did thus daily before the ark in Zion forty and three
entire years, until Solomon placed it in a fixed, immoveable
sanctuary.* ’

When David had fled from the face of Absalom his son,
Abiathar exercised the high-priesthood until he went up into
the Mount of Olives to consult the Urim and Thummim ;
after which Abiathar was removed from the priesthood, and
Zadok appointed in his room.t The ark was then returned to
its place in the tabernacle of the covenant, which Moses had
constructed in the desert, and the brazen altar which Bezaleel
had finished ; the candlestick, the table, and the fire which
had fallen from heaven in the time of Moses, were in the high
place that was at Gibeon; but he left ¢ Zadok the priest,
and his brethren the priests, before the tabernacle of the Lord
in the high place that was at Gibeon” (1 Chron. xvi. 39, 40),
“and with them Heman,” &c. (v. 41), all of whom remained
in that manner the whole of 50 years in Gibeon, until they
were removed into a fixed and perpetual Temple (that of
Solemon).

“ And it came to pass, after 40 years, Absalom said unto
the king, I pray thee let me go and pay my vow, which I
have vowed unto the Lord, in Hebron” (2 Sam. xv. 7); “For
thy servant vowed a vow,” &c. (v. 8.)1 This year falls in the
37th of the reign of David. Rabbi Nehorai, quoting Rabbi
Joshua, says,— “ At the end of 40 years, that is, at the end of
that period, in which the Israelites demanded a king, which
was in the 10th year of Samuel the Seer.” Whence we

* ¢ A Temple of ages.”” (Text.)

1+ One of the Rabbinical traditions is, that Abiatbar the high-priest, having,
on a certain occasion, consulted the oracle by Urim and Thummim, and received
no answer, while Zadok, who had done the same, received a reply, David,
gerceiving by this that the Holy Spirit had left Abiathar and now rested upon

adok, knew that the time was come when the curse God had pronounced

against the seed of Eli shonld be fulfilled (for Abiathar was of the sons of
Eli, of the seed of Ithamar, the son of Aaron). He therefore gave the high-
priesthood to Zadok, who was descended from Phinehas the son of Aaron, that
that might be fulfilled which God had said, ‘* Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the
son of Aaron the priest, hath turned away my wrath,” &c. ‘ Wherefore, say,
Behold, I give him my covenant of peace. And he shall have it, and his seed after
him, even the covenant of an everlasting priesthood,’’ &c. (Num. xxv. 11-13.)
But Zadok was not anointed nor confirmed in the high-priesthood until the
time of Solomon. The passage in the text is quoted in one of the Talmudical
-writings as corroborating this tradition.

1 This was when Absslom rebelled against his father David.
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learn that Solomon, when he began to reign, was 12 years of
age, for at the time when David “ sent by the hand of Nathan
the prophet,” &e. (2 Sam. xii. 25),* was done that of which we
read, “ And it came to pass after this that Absalom, the son
of David, had a fair sister,” &c. (2 Sam. xiii. 1.) “And it
came to pass after two full years,” &e. (xiii. 23.) “ And
Absalom fled,” &c. (v. 38.) He was there (in Geshur) three
years.t Here are five years: Absalom, being recalled, remained
two years in Jerysalem without seeing the face of his father.
(xv. 28.) Behold now seven years. There was also a famine
in the days of David, which-lasted three years. (xxi. 1.) Thus
you have 10 years. “ So when they had gone through all the
land they came to Jerusalem at the end of nine months and 20
days.” { (2 Sam. xxiv. 8.) Here you have 11 years. Finally,
David, in his last year, reformed the duties of the priests and
of the Levites, and regulated the whole of the ordinances
of the services of religion§ (1 Chron. xxiii. et s¢g.) We find -
it also written, “In the 40th year of the reign of David,
they were sought for,” &e. (xxvi. 31.)
(Thus are the twelve years completed. )

Cuarrer XV.

“ AND the days that David reigned over Israel were 40 years.” -
. (1 Kings, ii. 11.) And also, *“ And it came to pass in the 480tl
year of the Exodus of Israel from Egypt, in the fourth year of
the reign of Solomon over Israel, in the month Zif, which is
the second month, that he began to build the house of the
Lord.” (1 Kings, vi. 1.)

This date may be thus shown. Jephthah, in his second
year, said to the king of the: Ammenites, * While Israel dwelt
in Heshbon and her towns, and in Aroer and her towns,” &c.

* That is, at the birth of Solomeon.

+ This relates to the story of Amnon and Tamar, the slaying of Amnon by
Absalom, and the subsequent flight of the latter.

{ This relates to the numbering of the people in the reign of David.

§ This relates to the reformation of the duties of the priests and Levites, the
establishment of religious worship, &c. (1 Chron. xxiii. to xxvii.)
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¢ 300 years.” (Judg. xi. 26.) Now from the second year of
Jephthah to the building of the Temple 140 years are reckoned.
The Israelites also wandered 40 years in the wilderness. These,
added together, make 480 years.

The Temple was built in the middle of a Jubilee year, on
the fourth day of a week of years, being the fourth year of
the reign of Solomon. For it is thus written: “ In the fourth
year was the foundation of the house of the Lord laid, in
the month Zif. And in the 11th year, in the month Bul (which
is the 8th month), was the house finished,” &c. (1 Kings, vi.
37, 38.) “So was he seven years in building it.”" ‘ But
Solomon was building his own house 13 years.” (1 Kings,
vii. 1.) “Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and
all the heads of the tribes,” &c. (1 Kings, viii. 1.) ¢ And
all the men of Israel assembled themselves unto King Solo-
mon,” &e. (1 Kings, viii. 2.) From this we may learn that
the Lord will not manifest the Schechina (or his glory) unless
in the congregation or in the Temple. Thus, therefore, it is
written: * When all the people saw they shouted,” &c. (Lev.
ix. 24.) And again: < And all the congregation drew near and
stood before the Lord,” &c. (Lev.ix.5.) And thus, at the
promulgation of the Law, it is written: “For the third day
the Lord will come down in the sight of all the people upon
Mount Sinai.” (Exod. xix. 11.) Itis also said of the esta-
blished and perpetual Temple: “ When Solomon had made an
end of praying, the fire came down from heaven,” &c. < All
the children of Israel saw how the fire came down,” &c. (2
Chron. vii. 1, 3.) And of that time these words are to be
understood : “ Go forth, O ye daughters of Zion, and behold,”
&c. (Cant. iii. 11.) ¢“In the day of his espousals,” #.e. on
the 8th day after the seven days of consecration: “ And in the
day of the gladness of his heart,” 7.e. in the day on which the
established Temple was perfected and finished.

Solomon loved the Lord greatly, walking in all the
statutes of David for four years before he began to build the
Temple. ~ But after he had begun to build the Temple he  took
Pharaoh’s daughter (to wife), and brought her into the city of
David.” (1 Kings, iii. 1, 3.) At that same time “ Hadad heard
in Egypt that David slept with his fathers, and he became an
adversary unto Solomon.” (1 Kings, xi. 14, 21.) And Solomon
“made silver to be in Jerusalem as stones,” &c. He “had horses -
brought out of Egypt,” &c. ¢ And achariot came up and went
out of Egypt,” &c. ¢ But King Solomon loved many strange
women,” &c., (1 Kings, x. 27-29; xi. 1, 2), so that it was

F
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permitted to be said: ¢ For this city hath been to me as a
provocation of mine anger, and of my fury, from the day that
they built it,” &c. (Jer. xxxii. 32, 33.)

When, however, Solomon in his old age approached to-
wards the end of his days, the Holy Spirit dwelled within him,
and dictated these books,—The Proverbs, the Song of Songs,
and Ecclesiastes. And Ahijah spoke thus to Jeroboam: ¢ And
it shall be, if thou wilt hearken unto all that I command thee,
and do that is right in my sight, to keep my statutes and my
commandments, as David my servant did: I will be with thee,
and build thee a sure house, as I built for David, and will give
Israel unto thee.” (1 Kings, xi. 38.) What, then, did he build
for David? He gave him a reign of 36 years over Israel:
namely, to David himself 33 years (for so long he ruled in
Jerusalem over all Israel; besides seven years during which
he was king in Hebron over the tribe of Judah only). And to
Solomon, his son, three years. In like manner, had Jeroboam,
the son of Nebat, been found worthy, the kingdom would have
been delivered into his hands for 33 years, and into those of
his son for three years. Whence is it added, “ And I will
afflict for this the seed of David, (but not for ever?””) (1 Kings,
xi. 39.) What do the words “for this” imply? They refer
to the 36 years during which Solomon was joined in affinity
with Pharaoh, king of Egypt. What, also, is signified by these
words, *“ but not for ever?” These relate to Asa, whom the
Lord knew, surely, would be raised up to overthrow the high
places. ‘

Cuarrer XVI.

« ANp the days that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem, over all
Israel, was 40 years” (1 Kings, xi. 42); Rehoboam, his son,
17; and his son Abijah three years. In the 20th year of
Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, Asa reigned. For ¢ Rehoboam was
41 years old when he began to reign, and he reigned 17 years
in Jerusalem.” (1 Kings, xiv. 21; xv. 29.) Therefore his
grandfather, David, saw him only one year. Hekept the Law,
he and his sons, for three years; but in the fourth he rebelled,
as that passage indicates. “ For three years they walked in the
steps of Da:ﬁ and Solomon,” (2 Chron. xi. 17.) And because
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in the fourth year they rebelled we read in another place:
“ When Rehoboam had established the kingdom, he forsook
the Law of the Lord, and all Israel with him.” (2 Chron. xii.
1.) “And there were harlots in the land,” &c. “ And it came
to pass, in the fifth year of Rehoboam, Shishak king of Egypt
came up against Jerusalem, because they had transgressed
against the Lord, with 1200 chariots,” &c. “And he tooi away
the treasures of the house of the Lord.” (2 Chron. xii. 2, 3.
1 Kings, xiv. 26.) “ And Abijah pursued after Jeroboam and
took cities from him,” &c. “ Neither did Jeroboam recover
strength again in the days of Abijah, and the Lord struck him
and he died.” (2 Chron. xiii. 19, 20.) It is not easy to under-
stand which of the two the Lord struck, Abijah or Jeroboam.
But it must be understood of Abijah, whom Jeroboam buried.*
But why was Abijah struck, and not Jeroboam? Because
that, being at Mount Zemaraim, which is in Mount Ephraim,
when he upbraided Israel, saying, ¢ There are with you golden
calves, which Jeroboam made you for gods’” (2 Chron. xiii. 8),
he held it sufficient to have conquereg Bethel and her depen-
dencies, and seeing the golden calf, he neither cast it down nor
removed it: for this the Lord smote him.

Asa reigned 41 years. During his reign the land had peace
for ten years. (1 Kir%s, xvV. 10.%2 But in the 15th year of the
reign of Asa came Zerah the Ethiopian, and Asa recovered
all the spoil which Shishak the king of Egypt had carried
away from Jerusalem ; and it was restored to Asa in that year,
which was the 35th from the death of Solomon, when the God
of Israel raised up against him an adversary in Rezon, the son
of Eliadah. (1 Kings, xi. 23.)

Jeroboam reigned 22 years, his son Nadab two. In the
third year of Asa, king of Judah, Baasha, the son of Ahijah,
began a reign of 22 years over Israel. In the 36th year of
Asa, Baasha, king of Israel, went up against Jerusalem. (2
Chron. xvi. 1. 1 Kings, xv. 17.) But perhaps you may say,
How could this be? Did not Asa bury Baasha in the 26th
year of his reign?t How, then, can these statements be recon-
ciled, when the Scriptures speak thus of Asa? In this manner:
those years refer to the 36 years during which Solomon was
joined in matrimony with the daughter of Pharaoh, king of
Egypt, and also to the 36 years of which it had been decreed

* This mode of expression occurs several times. It does not mean that
Jeroboam actually duried Abijah, but that he outlived him. It must be con-
sidered as having the same sense in other places where it occurs.

+ i.e. Did not Baasha die in the 26th year of Asa?

[ —
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that in them the kingdom of the house of David should: be
divided and brought to extremity. Lastly, it relates to those
36 years during which it was decreed that from the kings of
Syria should arise the adversary of Israel, and that the same
should reduce the power of the family of David. Therefore,
when it is said, “In the 36th year of the reign of Asa,” that
implies the 16th year of Asa, (being the year) after Zerah, king
of Ethiopia, had been slain by him. This year is the 36th from
the death of Solomon. At that very time the king of Israel had
made a treaty with the king of Syria, that they should go up
against Asa and fight against him. But then Asa sinned
foolishly. ~ For he “ brought out silver and gold out of the
treasures,” &c.,“and sent to Ben-hadad, king of Syria,” &c., say-
ing: “ There is a league between me and thee,” &c. “ And Ben-
hadad hearkened unto king Asa, and sent the captains of his
armies against the cities of Israel,” &c. ¢ And it came to pass,
when Baasha heard it, he left off building of Ramah,” &ec.
¢ And at that time Hanani the seer came to Asa, king of Judah,
and said unto him,” &c.; ¢ were not the Ethiopians and the
Lubims a huge host?” &c. * For the eyesof the Lord run to and
frc throughout the whole earth,” &c. (2 Chron. xvi. 2-9.) Nor
did the kings of Syria cease to be enemies of Israel until the
death of Ahaz, in whose days the king of Israel made peace
with the king of Syria, and their conjoined forces went up and
fought against Ahaz. But as Ahaz was not worthy that they
should be slain by his hand, they both fell by Tiglath-
pileser, the king of Assyria. (2 Kings, xvi. 7, et seq.)

Cuarrer XVIL

BaasHA reigned 24 years,* Elah, his son, two years. (1 Kings,
xv. 33; xvi. 8.) Thus, then, it appears that Asa buried Elah
in his 27th year.t Zimri slew Elah and reigned after him
seven days in Tirzah: (‘“ and the people were encamped against
Gibbethon, which belonged to the Philistines’). “And the
people that were encamped heard say (Zimri hath conspired,

* Tn the preceding chapter he is said to have reigned only 22 years.
+ See note p. 91. )
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and hath also slain the king).” (1 Kings, xvi. 15, 16.) ¢ Then
were the people of Israel divided into two parts (half the people
followed Tibni, to make him king, and haﬁ)f followed Omri”).
(21.) How long did this division last? Four years. In
the 31st year of Asa, Omri began to reign alone. (23.)
¢ And the people that followed Omri prevailed,” &c. (* so Tibni
died, and Omri reigned”). (22.) Wherefore, then, was
Tibni slain? Because Asa had taken the daughter of Omri
as a wife for his son Jehoshaphat, therefore the people slew
Tibni. Omri altogether reigned 12 years. (23.)

In the 38th year of Asa, king of Judah, Ahab, the son of
Onmri, began to reign (in Israel). He reigned 22 years. In
the fourth. yeslrvogn Ahab, Jehoshaphat began to reign over
Judah. ¢ Jehoshaphat was thirty and five years old when he
began to reign, and he reigned twenty and five years in
Jerusalem.” (1 Kings, xxii.- 41, 42.) In the 13th* year of
Ahab there was a dreadful famine in Samaria for three years,
and war with Ben-hadad for two years and a half. (1 Kings,
xviii. 2; xx. 1, et seg.) “ And they continued three years
without war between Syria and Israel.” (1 Kings, xxii. 1.)

Ahaziah, the son of Ahab, reigned two years over Israel.
(1 Kings, xxii. 52.) In his seconfnyear'Elijah was hidden,t
nor wil% he again appear until the king Messiah shall come.
He will then reappear, and a second time be concealed, nor
will he be seen again until Le shall go forth against Gog and
Magog. Now let the matters and occurrences of each rei
be written. Ahaziah having died, according to the word of the
Lord, which Elijah had spoken, ¢ Jehoram (his brother) reigned
in his stead, in the second year of Jehoram, the son of
Jehoshaphat, king of Judah ; because he had no son.? (2 Kings,
i. 17.) Why is this said of him? Did he not begin to reign
in the 19th year of Jehoshaphat? The truth is, in the
confederation (with Ahab), wﬁen in battle, it is written:
¢ Jehoshaphat cried out,” &c. (1 Kings, xxii. 32. 2 Chron.
xviii. 31), he indeed deserved, at that time, to be slain; but
because he cried out and called upon the Lord, he survived
(that battle) seven years. The Scriptures, however, assign those
years to the reign of his son.

In the fifth year of Joram, the son of Ahab, king of Israel,
and of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, when they returned from
the battle in which they conquered the Ammonites, the
Moabites, and the Edomites, the inhabitants of Mount Seir,

-* Another copy has the 3d year.
+ This relates to the taking up of Elijah into heaven. (2 Kings, ii. 11.)
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they constituted Jehoram, son of Jehoshaphat, king over
Judah. ¢ And he had brethren the sons of Jehoshaphat,” &c.
¢ And their father gave them great gifts,” &c. (2 Chron. xxi.
2,3.) But, at the death of Jehoshaphat, Jehoram arose and
slew all his brethren with the sword, as is written, * Now
when Jehoram was risen up to the kingdom of his father, he
strengthened himself,” &c. (2 Chron. xxi. 4.) “And there
came a writing to him from Elijah the prophet,” &c. (lig
Seven years had now elapsed since Elijah, being hidden, h
been no longer. seen.

¢ Jehoram was thirty and two years old when he began
to reign, and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem.” (5.)
Some perplexity exists as to his son Ahaziah. For we read:
¢ That AEaziah was 22 years old when he began to reign, and
that he reigned one year in Jerusalem.” (2 Kings, viii. 26.)
But in another place it is written: “Forty and two years old
was Ahaziah when he began to reign, and he reigned one year
in Jerusalem.” (2 Chron. xxii. 2.) Wherefore then, says
Rabbi Joseph, could the son be older than his father by two
years? To this it is answered, that when Asa gave the
daughter of Omri to his son (Jehoshaphat) in marriage, it was
decreed by the Almighty (42 years before this period), respect-
ing the kingdom of the house of David, that it should perish
with the house of Ahab, king of Israel. So also the Scriptures
testify, “ And the destruction of Ahaziah was of God,” &ec.
(2 Chron. xxii. 7.) Thus both (kings) were slain on the same
day (42 years after that affinity had been contracted).

- Cuaprer XVIII.

In the days of Jehoram, the son of Ahab, there happened a
grievous famine for seven years in Samaria, during which
period (Ben-hadad) waged war against Israel. (2 Kings, vi.
24, 25; viii. 1, et seq.) In the last year Elisha cursed Gehazi
(25, 27), and, going to Damascus, he anointed Hazael kin,

of Syria, and sent xjonah, the son of Amittai, who anointe

Jehu king of Israel in Ramoth-Gilead. (2 Kings, viii. ix.)
“ And it came to pass, when Jehu was executing judgment
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upon the house of Ahab,” &c. ¢ And he sought Ahaziah, and
they caught him, (for he was hid in Samaria,) and brought him
to Jehu, who slew him. But when' Athaliah, the mother of
Ahaziah, saw that her son was dead, she arose, and destroyed
all the seed-royal of the house of Judah. But Jehoshabeath,
the daughter of the king, took Joash, the son of Ahaziah,” &c.
“ And he was with her hidden six years in the house of the
Lord. And Athaliah reigned over the land.” (2 Chron.
xxii. 8-12. 2 Kings, xi. 1,3.) To this refers what is written:
“For he shall hide me in his pavilion: he shall set me up
upon a rock.” (Ps. xxvii. 5.) What is the meaning of these
words, “ He shall set me up upon a rock 7’ They refer to
Jehoiada, the high-priest, a man like unto a rock. Therefore
¢ Jehoiada, the high-priest, and his sons anointed him, and
prayed, saying, Gog save the king!” < And all the people
of the land rejoiced.” (2 Chron. xxuii. 11, 12.) ,

“ Joash was seven years old when he began to reign.”

" (2 Chron. xxiv. 1.) “He began to reign in the seventh year

of Jehu, and he reigned 40 years in Jerusalem.” (2 Kings,
xii. 1.) In the 23d* year of his reign he repaired the breaches
of the house of the Lord (2 Kings, xii. 6), 155 years after it
had been built by Solomon. ¢ And Joash did that which was
right in the sight of the Lord all the days of Jehoiada the
{])riest. But Jehoiada waxed old and was full of days when

e died (130 years old),” &c. (2 Chron. xxiv. 2-15.) Thus,
in the days ofy Solomon, when the decay and dilapidation (of
the Temple) commenced, Jehoiada, who restored it, was born.t
“ Now, after the death of Jehoiada, came the princes of Judah.”
(v.7.) Then King Joash assumed to himself the attributes of
a God, according to that which follows: ¢ And they made
obeisance to the king. Then the king hearkened unto them.”

* Some copies have the 22d year.

+ The author here means to imply that as Jehoiada, the repairer of the
Temple 155 years after its foundation, was 130 years old at the time of his death,
he must have been born during the life of Solomon, the builder of that edifice.
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Caarrer -XIX.

“ Jeau reigned over Israel 28 years.”. (2 Kings, x. 26.)
Who was the messenger who said these words to him, ¢ And
the Lord said to Jehu, Because,” &c.? (v. 30.) Jonah, the
son of Amittai. “In those days the Lord began to cut Israel
short (and Hazael smote them in all the coasts of Israel), from
Jordan eastward,” &c. (vv. 32, 33.) Inthe 23d year of Joash,
Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, reigned over Israel 17 years. In
the 37th year of Joash, king of Judah, Jehoash, the son of
Jehoahaz, began to reign over Israel. He reigned 16 years
(2 Kings, xiii. 10). “Now Elisha was fallen sick of ‘his
sickness, whereof he died.” (v. 14.) This was in-the 10th
year of Jehoash, king of Israel. From which we may gather
how many years Elisha was the pastor and governor of Israel,
even from the 19th year of JeEoshaphat to this very time;
that is, for more than 60 years. -

“In the second year of Jehoash, king of Israel, Amaziah
began his reign over the kingdom of Judah. - He was 25
gears old when he began to reign; and he reigned 29 years in

erusalem. In the 12th year of his reign he smote the Edom-
ites in the valley of salt.” (2 Kings, xiv. 1, 2, 7. " 2 Chron.
xxv. 11.) “Now it came to pass, after that Amaziah was
come from the slaughter of the Edomites, that he brought the
gods of the children of Seir, and set them up to be his gods,”
&e.; ¢ wherefore the anger of the Lord was kindled against
Anmaziah ; and he sent unto him a prophet,” &c. . “ And it
came to pass, as he talked with him, that the king said unto
him,” &c. ¢ Forbear,” &c. . “ Then the prophet forbare, and
said, I know that God hath taken counsel to J)estroy thee,” &c.
(2 Chron. xxv. 14, 15, 16.) What is this counsel which God
is said to have taken against him? This may be inferred from
the sequel: ¢ 'Then Amaziah,'king of Judah, took advice,
and sent to Joash,” &c. (v. 17.) “ But Joash, king of Israel,
sent to Amaziah, king of Judah,” &c. (v. 18.) « T%nou sayest,
Lo, thou hast smitten the Edomites,” &c. (v. 19.) < But
Amaziah would not hear, for it came of God,” &c. (v. 20.)
¢ And Judah was put to the worse before Israel,” &c. (v. 22.)
“ And Jehoash, the king of Israel, took Amaziah, king of
Judah,” &c. (v. 23.) “And he took all the gold and the
silver,” &c. (v. 24.) At that time Jehoash died, and Amaziah
went to Jerusalem, and lived, after the death of Jehoash, 15




SEDER OLAM RABBA. 41

-years. “Now after the time that Amaziah did turn away
from followin% the Lord, they made a conspiracy against him
in Jerusalem.” (27.) So that happened which the prophet
had before said unto him. And thus, being slain, ¢ they
brought him upon horses,” &c. (28.)

« Sixteen years old was Uzziah when he began to reign ;
and he reigned fifty and two years in Jerusalem,” &c. ¢ And
he sought God in the days of Zachariah, who had under-
standing,” &c. “ And as long as he sought the Lord, God
made him to prosper.” (2 Chron. xxvi. 3, 5.) In what, I
ask, did God make him to prosper? ¢ He built Eloth, and
restored it to Judah. (After that, the king (Amaziah) slept
with his fathers.”) (v. 2.) What does this mean, ¢ After
that, the king slept with his fathers?” It implies that he
(Uzziah) had reigned during the life of his father (Ama-
ziah?; or, if you had rather, it may signify that Amaziah lost
his life by a violent death, brought about by others, even as
Joram, Ahaziah, and Joash, were also slain by violence. .

Uzziah and Jeroboam reigned at the same time, excepting
that Jeroboam reigned one year during the lifetime of his
father ; for it is written, “ And Jeroboam sat upon his father’s
throne.” (2 Kings, xiii. 13.) “In the 27th year of Jeroboam,
king of Israel, began Azariah* the son of Amaziah, king of
Judah, to reign.” (xv. 1.) But if you insist that both (Uzziah
and Jeroboam) reigned together, I reply that, during his reign,
he (Uzziah) was struck with leprosy. For it is thus written :
* And Uzziah, the king, was a leper unto the day of his
death,” &c. (2 Chron. xxvi. 21.) It is elsewhere written
“ All these were reckoned by genealogies in the days of
Jotham, king of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam, king
of Israel.” (1 Chron. v. 17.) But if you object that that could
not be, since Uzziah buried (outlived) Jeroboam and three
other kings, that succeeded him, I reply that Jotham, his son,
was ruler “ over the king’s house” during the whole of the
25 years in which Uzziah was-afflicted with leprosy, *“judging
the people of the land.” (2 Chron. xxvi. 21.)

¢ Jeroboam, the son of Joash, reigned forty and one years.”
32 Kings, xiv. 23.) In the 38th year of Uzziah, king of

udah, Zachartah, the son of Jeroboam, reigned over Israel,
in Samaria, six months. (xv. 8.) This was in accordance
with * the word of the Lord which he spake unto Jehu,
saying, Thy sons shall sit on the throne of Israel unto the
fourth generation. And so it came to pass.” (12.)

* Azariah (2 Kings, xv.) is the same as Uzziah. (2 Chron. xxv.)
G
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Caarter XX.*¥

Benorp the Seriptures testify thus respecting the earthquake
which happened during the reign of Uzziah : ¢ And ye shall flee
to the valley of my mountains, for the valley of the mountains
shall reach unto Azal,” &c. (as ye fled before the earthquake
in the days of Uzziah). (Zech. x1v. 5). ¢ The vision of Isaiah,
the son of Amoz,” &c., «in the days of Uzziah,” &c. (Isa. i. 1.)
¢ The word of the Lord that came unto Hosea,”’ &c., “in the
days of Uzziah.” (Hos. i. 1.) “The words of Amos, who
was among the herdmen of Tekoa in the days of Uzziah.”
(Amos, i. 1). “ The word of the Lord which came to Micah,
the Morasthite, in the days of Jotham,” &c. (Mic. i. 1.) The
commencements of these books of the prophets teach us that
they were all prophesying at the same period; which of
these, however, was the earliest, cannot readily be made out.
Thus it is related, “ The beginning of the word of the Lord by
Hosea.” (Hos. i. 2.) In Amos it is said, “ Two years before
the earthquake.” (i. 1.) In Isaiah it is written, “In the
ear that king Uzziah died, I saw also the Lord,” &ec. (iv. 1.)
hat this relates to the time of the earthquake is declared by
that which is written,  And the posts of the door moved,”
&c. (4.) This also: “The word of the Lord that came to
Micah, the Morasthite, in the days of Jotham,” &ec. (Mic.
i. 1), (without mention of Uzziah), clearly shows that all the
others were prior to, and more ancient than Micah.
¢ The vision of Obadiah,” &c., ¢ Let us rise up against her
(Edom) in battle,” (Obad. i. 1.) When did this battle take
lace? In the days of Amaziah. Then (in the days of
Eehoshaphat)  there was no king in Edom.” (1 Kings,
xxii. 47.) ¥rom which it may be inferred that the Edom-
ites, in the days of Amaziah, had not elected a king over their
land; nor have they lifted up their head unto this day. And
from the time when the Edomites (Syrians) were overcome,
according to the words of Elisha (2 Kings, xiii. 17), they
have never raised themselves up again, unless when they
waged war in the days of Ahaz; but they were then soon
subdued. (2 Kings, xvi. 5, 9.) Also the Philistines, from
the time when they were subdued, in the days of Hezekiah
(2 Kings, xviii. 8; Isa. xiv. 30), have not elected their own
rulers, even until this day. In like manner, from the time

* This and the following chapter are devoted to an account of the persons
mentioned in the Scriptures as possessing the gift of prophecy.
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-when the kings of Assyria were smitten, in the days of Heze-
kiah (2 Kings, xix. 35), the Assyrians have been without
a king until the present time. Since Egypt succumbed to
‘the arms of Nebuchadnezzar, it has never exalted itself above
other nations, even to this day ; according to the Divine pre-
diction, “It shall be the basest of the nations.” (Ezek. xxix. 15.)

The sons also of Zerah, Zimri, &c. (1 Chron. ii. 6), were
prophets, who prophesied in Egypt. “ The sons of Korah,
Assir,” &c. (Exod. vi. 24.) These were endowed with the gift
of prophecy in the desert. “The Lord sent a man, a prophet,
unto the children of Israel.” (Judg. vi. 8.) This was Phinehas.

¢ A man of God came to Eli,” &c. (1 Sam. ii. 27.) This was
Elkana. Those whom David and Samuel, the Seer, chose (to
be porters in the gates) on account of their fidelity. (1 Chron.
ix. 22, 23.) There were also 24 families of priests and Levites.
- Gad the Seer, and Nathan the Prophet, with David, or-
dained and placed those who looked after the Temple. (2 Chron.
xxix. 25.) Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthun prophesied in the
time of David. (1 Chron. xvi. 37, 41.) Abhijah (the Shilonite)
spake thus unto Solomon, “ Concerning this house which thou
art building,” &c. “ And I will dwell among the children of
Israel,” &c. (1 Kings, vi. 12, 13.) And afterwards he said
to him, “Forasmuch as this is done of thee, and thou hast
not kept my covenant,” &c. (xi. 11.)

Shemaiah spake to Rehoboam, ¢ Ye shall not go up nor
fight,” &c. (1 Kings, xii. 24.) And afterwards, when they
fled before the face of Shishak, king of Egypt, the word of
the Lord came to Ahijah, saying that, as “ They have humbled
themselves, therefore I will not destroy them,” &c. (2 Chron.
xii. 7.) Wherefore had Shishak that name, since he is called
elsewhere Zebub (the fly), as we see, “ The Lord shall hiss for
the fly?”” &c. (Isa.vii. 18.) But Shishak * is so called because
he attentively and, as it were, cunningly watched for the
time when Solomon should die. For it was not alike to him
and to us. Therefore, after the death of Solomon, he came
and *took away the treasures of the house of the Lord.” (1
Kings, xiv. 25, 26.)

ddo, the prophet, prthesied against the altar in Beth-el,
saying, < O altar, altar (thus saith the Lord),” &c. (1 Kings,
* The letter v which occurs twice in the name Shishak, is also found in the
two Hebrew words given in the text, aw», ¢‘ one who remains in a place,’”’ and
anwn, ¢ an observer,’’ from mw, ‘ to guard, watch, observe.”’ Upon this the
reasoning respecting the meaning of the name Shishak appears to be founded,

as implying that he was so named because he was to be a sedulous watcher for
the death of Solomon.
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xili, 2, 3.) “ And the Spirit of God came upon Azariah, the
son of Oded, and he went out to meet Asa, and said unto
him,” &c. (2 Chron. xv. 1,2.) “ And at that time Hanani,
the Seer, came to Asa,” &c. (xvi. 7.) - “ Then the word of the
Lord came to Jehu, the son of Hanani, against Baasha.”
(1 Kings, xvi. 1.) Micaiah said to Ahab, ¢ Thus saith the
Lord, Hast thou seen all this great multitude?” &c. And
again he said unto him, “ Go, strengthen thyself, and mark
and see what thou doest,” &c. A third time he spoke to
him thus,  Because the Syrians have said, The Lord is God
of the hills, but he is not God of the valleys,” &c. (In the
fourth place we read), “ A certain man of the sons of the
prophets said to his neighbour in the word of the Lord, Smite
me, I pray thee,” &c. The Rabbis relate that this was Micaiah.
Lastly, it is said, “ Who shall persuade Ahab, that he ma

go up,” &e. (1 Kings, xx. 13, 22, 28, 36 ; xxii. 8, 20.) :

Ifr)n the days of Jehoshaphat (king of Judah), * Jehu, the
son of Hanani the Seer, went out to meet him,” &c. ¢ Then
upon Jahaziel, the son of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah,”
&ec., ““ came the Spirit of the Lord,” &c. ¢ Then Eliezer, the
son of Dodavah of Mareshah, prophesied against Jehoshaphat,”
&c. (2 Chron. xix. 2; xx. 14, 37.)

In the days of Joram, ¢ There came a writing to him
from Elijah, the prophet.” (2 Chron. xxi. 12.) In the time
of Joash, the Lord “ sent prophets to them, to bring them
again unto the Lord,” &c. ¢ And the Spirit of God came
upon Zechariah, the son of Jehoiada,” &ec. (xxiv. 19, 20.) In
the reign of Amaziah, a man of God came to him, saying, < O
king, let not the army of Israel go with thee,” &c. nd at
last he said to him, “ I know that God hath taken counsel to
destroy thee,” &c. g:i:xv. 7,16.) This prophet is thought to
have been Amos, his brother. In the cFays of Abaz, “a
prophet of the Lord was there, whose name was Oded.”
(xxviii. 9.)

Joel, Nahum, and Habakkuk prophesied in the days of
Manasseh. But, as Manasseh did evil, they have not mentioned
him by name. Thus the Scriptures witness that although ¢ The
Lord spake to Manasseh and to his people, they would not
hearken, wherefore the Lord brought upon them the captains of
the host of the king of Assyria,” gzc. (2 Chron. xxxiii. 10, 11.)

““The word of the Lord came to Zephaniah the son of
Cushi,” &c., “in the days of Josiah,” &c. (Zeph.i. 1.) “ The
words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah,” &c., “to whom the
word of the Lord came in the days of Josiah,” &c. (Jer.
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i. 1,2.) “ And there was also a man that prophesied in the
name of the Lord, Urijah the son of Shemaiah,” &c. (Jer.
xxvi. 20.) “The word of the Lord came expressly unto
Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans,”
&c. (Ezek.i. 3.) All these prophets prophesied near the time
of the destruction of the city. Baruch, the son of Neriah,
Seraiah, the son of Mahasiah, and Daniel, the man desired by
all, these prophesied in the time of Nebuchadnezzar. Mor-
decai the Jew, Haggai, Zachariah, and Malachi, all received
the gift of prophecy in the second year of Darius.

Among these ten are found dignified by the title of * Man
of God,” namely, Moses, Elkana, Samuel, David, Shemaiah,
Iddo, Elijah, Elisha, Micah,and Amos. ¢ Samuel and Hanan
the Seers:” to these is given the title of Seer. The title of
Daniel and Ezekiel is that of “ Son of man.” *

CHaprrer XXI.

THE name of prophet is given to our Father Abraham, as we
read, “ Now therefore restore the man his wife, for he is a
prophet.” (Gen.xx. 7.) In like manner, the same thing is said
of Sarah, the daughter of Haran  the father of Melcah and
the father of Ischa™ (Sarah). (xi. 29.) From which we gather
that all the holy patriarchs and all the mothers (their wives)
were called “ prophets.” Thus the Scriptures declare, ¢ When
they went from nation to nation, and from one kingdom to
another people, Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets
no harm.” (Ps. cv. 13, 15.) Of Miriam it is written, ¢ And
Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a timbrel in
her hands.” (Exod. xv.20.) Of Deborah, ¢“ And Deborah a
prophetess.” (Judg.iv.4.) Of Hannah, “ And Hannah prayed,
andp said, My heart rejoiceth in the Lord, mine horn is exalted
in the Lor&):” &c. (1 Sam. ii. 1.) Abigail prophesied unto
David, as he testifies of her, ¢ Blessed be the Lord God of
Israel, which sent thee,” &c. “ And blessed be thy advice,” &c.
(1 Sam. xxv. 32, 33.) The Scriptures expressly mention that

* Here, in the original, follow the words’
TINYYD K22 RPpD pOD

rendered by Meyer, ‘* Sectionis et Tractatus secundi finis.”” As, however, there .
does not appear to be any first part, and as the word nxpyn signifies ¢ the
middle,’’ it is presumed the author's meaning was to imply that this chapter
divides the work into two parts.
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Huldah was a prophetess: “ So Hilkiah, the priest,” &c., < went
to Huldah, the prophetess,” &c. (2 Kings, xxii. 14.) Of Esther
we read, ¢ And Esther the queen, the daughter of Abihail,”
&c., “wrote,” &c. (Esth. ix. 29.) 'Here, then, we have 48
rophets and seven prophetesses who prophesied unto the
]I)sraelites, and of whom mention is made in the Scriptures.
There existed, however, other prophets among those who
came out of Egypt, but their names are not mentioned in the
sacred writings. If it be said, « That was because they were
but few in number,” this may be refuted by this passage of
Scripture: ¢ And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went,”
&c. (2 Kings, ii. 7.) Here the names of the prophets are
omitted on account of their number; and that this is not
to be attributed to their want of skill as prophets, we may
learn from this passage of Scripture, which declares them
to have been endowed with the gift of knowledge (prophecy).
“The sons of the prophets said to Elisha, Knowest thou
that the Lord will take away thy master from thy head
today?” (2 Kings, ii. 5.) As they did not say our master,
but thy master, the Scripture thus intimates that they were
all on an equality with Elisha, and of the same weight (or
importance) as Elisha. Thus God says to Moses, “O that
there were such an heart in them, that they would fear
me,” &c. (Deut. v. 29.) Moses also says, “ Would God
that all the Lord’s people were prophets, and that the Lord
would put his spirit upon them!” (Num. xi. 29.) Again,
Obadiah said to Elijah,* Was it not told mylord what I did when
Jezebel slew the prophets of the Lord, how I hid an hundred
men of the propgets of the Lord?” &c. (1 Kings, xviii. 13).
In this number, however, those prophets are not included
who were in Judah and Benjamin. Furthermore, Elijah thus
spoke to Elisha: ¢ Tarry here, I pray thee; for the Lord hath
sent me to Beth-el,” &c. ¢ And the sons of the prophets that
were at Beth-el came forth to Elisha,” &e. Again Elijah said
to him : * Tarry here, I pray thee; for the Lord hath sent me
to Jericho,” &c.  And the sons of the prophets that were at
Jericho came to Elisha,” &c. Once again Elijah said to him,
“ Tarry, I pray thee, here; for the Lord hath sent me to
Jordan,” &c. “ And fifty men of the sons of the prophets
went, and stood to view afar off,” &c. (2 Kings, ii. 2-7.5 It

thus appears that there was no town in the land of Israel in
which prophets were not to be found. But such of their
prophecies only as were of great importance at the time have
been recorded, while those of less moment are not mentioned.
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To these prophecies these words in the Canticles (iv. 10, 11)
refer : “ How fair is thy love, my sister, my spouse! how
much better is thy love than wine! and the smell of thine
ointments than all spices! Thy lips, O my spouse, drop as
the honeycomb ; honey and milk are under thy tongue,” &e.

That Adam had the gift of prophecy appears from this,
in which we read: ¢« And the Lord God caused a deep sleep
to fall upon Adam,” &c. Then said Adam, “ This is now bone,”
&c. (Gen. ii. 21, 23.) Of Noah the same thing holds good,
since it is said, “ Noah was a just man, and perfect in his
generations, and Noah walked with God,” &c. (Gen. vi. 9.)
Of Japhet (it is said), “ God shall enlarge Japhet, and he
shall dwell in the tents of Shem.” (Gen. ix. 27.) Of Shem,
“ Blessed be the Lord God of Shem.” (26.) And, “ Thou
art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.” (Ps. cx.
4.) Lastly, of Heber itis written:  He called his name Peleg,
for in his days was the earth divided.” (Gen. x. 25.)

These are the prophets which appeared before our Father
Abraham came into the world. But after Abraham came
into the world there arose Balaam, whose father was Job,
of the land of Uz; Eliphaz the Temanite; Bildad the Shubhite;
Zophar the Naamathite; Elihu and Barakel the Buzites,
who, indeed, were prophets, endowed with the gift of pro-
phecy ameng the Gentiles before the Law was given to Israel.
But, after t%xe Law was given to Israel, the Holy Spirit no
longer inspired the Gentiles, according to these words of
Moses : “For wherein shall it be known here that I have found
grace in thy sight? Is it not in that thou goest with us? So
shall we be separated from all the people,” &c. (Exod. xxxiii.
16.) Whence does it appear that the Most High God did
according to the will of liL[oses? Because, a little after, it is
added: “Behold, I make a covenant: before all thy people I
will do marvels, such as have not been done in all the earth.”
(Exod. xxxiv. 10.) From that time the Holy Spirit deserted
the Gentiles.

Cuarrer XXII.

. SEALLUM the son of Jabesh killed Zechariah, and reigned in
his stead a full month in Samaria. * For Menahem, the son of
Gadi, went up from Tirzah, and came to Samaria, and smote
Shallum,” &c. From the 39th year of Azariah, king of
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Judah, Memahem, the son of Gadi, reigned over Israel for 10
years. (2 Kings, xv. 10, 13, 14, 17.) '

From the 50th year of Azariah, king of Judah, Pekahiah,
the son of Menahem, reigned for two years. In the 52d year of
Azariah, Pekah, the son of Remaliah, began to reign over Israel
in Samaria, and he reigned for 20 years. In the second year
of Pekah, Jotham, the son of Uzziah, at the age of 25 years,
began to reign, and he reigned 16 years in Jerusalem. (23,
27, 32, 33.) “In the 17th year* of Pekah Ahaz began to
reign. Twenty years old was Ahaz when he began to reign,

reigned 16 years in Jerusalem.” (xvi. 1, 2.) In the same
17th year of his reign « Pekah, the son of Remaliah, slew in
Judah 120,000 in one day, all valiant men,” &c. “For the
Lord brought Judah low, because of Ahaz king of Israel,” &c.
g Chron. xxviii. 6, 19.) *“And Zichri, a mighty man of

phraim, slew Maaseiah the king’s son,” &c. “And the child-
ren of Israel carried away captive of their brethren 200,000
women,” &ec. (7, 8.

In the 20th year of Pekah, that happened of which we
read,  And it came to pass in the days of Ahaz,” &c., *“that
it was told the house of David, saying, Syria is confederate
with Ephraim,” &c. Then said the Lord unto Isaiah, Go
forth to meet Ahaz,” &c. “ And say to him, Take heed,” &c.
« Because Syria,” &c.,“have taken evil counsel against thee,” &c.
¢ Let us go up against Judah, and vex it,” &c. ¢ Thus saith
the Lord ,» It shall not stand,” &c. (Isa. vii. 1-3, 5-7.)
At that time this also happened, © And Ahaz took the silver
and the gold,” &c., “and sent it for a present to the king of
Assyria. And theking of Assyria hearkened unto him,” &c. (2
Kings, xvi. 8,9.) In the 20th year of Pekah, son of Remaliah,
“ Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria, came unto him” (Ahaz).
" He took away the golden calf which was in Dan, and thus
went his way. Hence this passage, “ And Tiglath-pileser,
king of Assyria, came unto him and distressed him.” “ For
Ahaz took away a portion out of the house of the Lord,” &c.,
“and %?,ve it unto the king of Assyria.” (2 Chron. xxviii. 20,
21.) For he had heard that which was spoken to him by the
%)Irophet, ‘7‘It shall not stand, neither shall it come to pass.”

sa. vil. 7). :

At the same time this also happened, ¢ Hoshea, the son of
Elah, made a conspiracy against Pekah, the son of Remaliah,
and smote him, and slew him, and- reigned in his stead.” (2

* In our version it is the 7th year.
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Kings, xv. 30.) This was in the 20th year after Jotham, the son
of Uzziah, had begun to reign, which was also the fourth year
of Ahaz, by whose years it might, indeed, have been reckoned
in the Scriptures, instead of by the years of Jotham. This may,
however, be explained in another manner. The Scripture
writers preferred reckoning by years of Jotham, although he
was dead, rather than by years of Ahaz, who was still living
(because he 3id evil). (2 Chron. xxvii. 1; xxviil. 1, et seq.) -

Against Hoshea “ came up Salmaneser, king of Assyria,
and Hoshea became his servant.” (In the Yth year of Hoshea,
the king of Assyria carried Israel away into Assyria.) (2
Kings, xvii. 3,6.) Thus it appears that Ahaz, king of Judah,
and Hoshea, king of Israel, served the king of the Assyrians
eight years. In the 12th year of King Ahaz, the Lord God
“stirred up the spirit of the king of Assyria,” &c. (1 Chron. v.
26); and he took away the golden calf which was in Beth-el,
and departed, fulfilling that which is written, It shall be also
carried into Assyria,” &c. (Hos. x. 6.) On which Rabbi
Nehorai, in the.name of Rabbi Joshua, says, Behold, it is
said in the Scriptures,  Thus saith the Lord, As the shepherd
taketh out of the mouth of the lion two legs, or a piece of an
ear, so shall the children of Israel be taken out,” &c. (Amos,
x. 12.) This is to be understood of all Israel. When it is
asserted, “ In the corner of a bed” (v. 12), that teaches that
there should not be left (of the people) more than one in eight.
But where were the rest of the people? In Damascus: that
it might be fulfilled, according to another prophecy, ¢ Therefore
will I cause you to go into captivity beyond Damascus,” &c.
(Amos, v. 27.)

At that time Hoshea, the son of Elah, seeing that the
golden calves were taken away, removed the guards that
Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, had placed in the boundaries of
his territories, lest any one should go up to Jerusalem. Now
this is written of each of the kings of Israel, < He walked in
the way of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, and in his sins.”
(1 Kings, xv. 34; xvi. 19, 26; xxii. 33.) But of Hoshea it
is written, < He did that which was evil in the sight of the
Lord, but. not as the kings of Israel that were before him.”
(2 Kings, xvii. 2.) Wherefore, then, you ask, was the sentence
of their judgment, that they should be carried into captivity,
commanded to be executed in his time? That it might be shown
that it was not entirely on account of the crimes of their kings,
on whom the Israelites cast all the blame and odium (that
this was done), according to the prophecy, “I know Israel, and

H
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Ephraim is not hid from me,” &c. (Hos. v. 3.) At that
time Hoshea, perceiving that the king of Assyria purposed to
come up against him, and carry away Israel a third time into
captivity, entered into an alliance with the kings of Egypt.
(2 Kings, xvii. 4.)

¢ In the 12th year of Ahaz, king of Judah, began Hoshea,
the son of Elah, to reign over Israel nine years.” (2 Kings,
xvii. 1.) How can that be, as Hoshea is said to have begun to
reign in the fourth year of Ahaz? What, therefore, does the
Scripture denote by the nine years? These nine years, during
which he is recorded to have reigned, are to be reckoned from
the time in which he began to rebel against the king of Assyria.
Hence it follows, in the same history,  And the king of
Assyria found conspiracy in Hoshea.” (2 Kings, xvii. 4.)

“And it came to pass, in the fourth year of Hezekiah
(which was the seventh year of Hoshea, the son of Elah, king
of Israel) that Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, came up against
Samaria, and besieged it. And at the end of three years they
took it, even in the sixth year of Hezekiah (that is in the
ninth year of the rebellion of Hoshea), Samaria was taken.
And the king of Assyria did carry away Israel into Assyria,”
&c. (2 Kings, xviii. 9-11.) “And the Lord rooted them
out of their land.” (Deut. xxix. 28.) ¢ And the king of
Assyria brought men from Babylon and from Cuthah,” &c.
(2 Kings, xvii. 24), and “ the Dinaites, the Apharsathchites,
the Tarpelites, the Apharsites, the Archevites, the Babylonians,
the Susanchites, the Dehavites, and the Elamites, and the rest

of the nations whom Asnapper brought over.” (Ezra, iv. 9, 10.)

These, possessing Samaria by hereditary right, dwelt in her
cities.

Caaprer XXIII.

“ Now, in the 14th year of King Hezekiah, did Sennacherib,
king of Assyria, come up (against all the fenced cities of
Judah),” &c. (2 Kings, xviii. 13.) Now, as eight years inter-
vened between the first captivity and the second, and eight
years between the second and the third, so the Lord interposed
eight years between the third captivity and this coming up of
Sennacherib against Hezekiah and Judah, in order that that
might be fulfilled which is written, “ When at the first he
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lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali,
and afterward did more grievously afflict her,” &c. (Isa. .
ix. 1) But Rabbi Joshua, the son of Korcha, says
Sennacherib greatly erred. ¢ After these things, and the
establishment thereof, Sennacherib, king of Assyria, came,” &c.
(2 Chron. xxxii. 1.) At the same time he sent Tartan to
Ashdod, as it is written, “In the year that Tartan came to
Ashdod,” &c. (Isa. xx. 1), he invaded the Ammonites and
the Moabites, who had helped him when he besieged Samaria
during three years, that that prophecy might be fulfilled,
“But now the Lord hath spoken within three years, as the
years of an hireling, and the glory of Moab shall be contemned,”
&c. (Isa. xvi. 14.) _

At that time * the king of Assyria sent Rabshakeh from
Lachish to Jerusalem,” &c. “Then came forth to him Elia-
kim, Hilkial’s ‘son, which was over the house,” &c. (Isa.
xxxvi. 2,3.)  When, therefore, the servants of king Hezekiah
came to Isaiah, ‘Isaiah said to them, Thus shall ye say
unto your master,” &c. “Behold, I will send a blast upon
him, and he shall hear a rumour and return,” &ec. (xxxvii. 5-7.)
What, then, was the rumour he heard ? ¢ He heard say con-
cerning Tirhakah, king of Ethiopia, He is come forth to make
war with thee.” (v.9.) He overcame Sobnah the treasurer
and his companions, and he went into Ethiopia and carried away
the most precious things of the land, and returned to Jerusa-
lem, that it might be fulfilled which was declared by the
prophets: “ The labour of Egypt and merchandise of Ethiopia,
and of the Sabeans, men of stature, shall come over unto thee,
and they shall be thine,” &c. (Isa. xlv. 14.) By  the labour
of Egypt” is signified the army -of Pharaoh, kin%‘ of Egypt.
By “the merchandise of Ethiopta” is signiﬁed Tirhakah, inf
of Ethiopia. By “the tall Sabeans,” his army. ¢ Shall
come over unto thee,” that is, unto Jerusalem; “and they shall be
thine,” shall make peace with thee. ¢ They shall come after
thee,” that is, after Hezekiah.  In chains they shall come
over,” that is, in chains and collars. “ And they shall fall
down unto thee, they shall make supplication unto thee;” that
is, “ they shall give praise to God in the midst of you, say-
ing, Surely God is with thee,” &c. .

“ At that time the king of Assyria sent Tartan and
Rabshakeh,” &c. “ And when they had called to the king, there
came out to them Eliakim,” &ec. (2 Kings, xviii. 17, 18.)
“Then Isaiah, the son of Amoz, sent to Hezekiah, saying,”
&c. < This is the word that the Lord hath spoken concerning
him,” &c. “I have digged and drunk strange waters,” &c.
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« And it came to pass that might, that the angel of the Lord
went out, and smote (in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred
fourscore and five thousand,”) &c. (2 Kings, xix. 20-24, 35.)
But all the kings were crowned with crowns on their heads.
But before this slaughter of Sennacherib, Hezekiah was sick for
three days. Rabbi Jose says, that this destruction of Sen-
nacherib took place on the third day of the illness of Hezekiah,
and that the sun stood on his account, even as it had stood
to Ahaz his father, according to the Scripture, “Behold, I will
bring again the shadow of the degrees, which is gone down
in the sun-dial of Ahaz,” &c. (Isa. xxxviii. 8.)

On that day Sennacherib went with speed until he had

assed ten stations, ¢ He is come to Aiath (he is passed to
R'Iigron; at Michmash he hath laid up his carriaies). They are

one over the passage.” (They have taken up their lodging at

eba. = Ramah is afraid, Gibeath of Saulis fle.) Lift up thy
voice, O daughter of Gallim, (cause it to be heard unto Laish,
O poor Anathoth.) Madmanah is removed (the inhabitants of
Gebim gather themselves to flee). As yet he shall remain at
Nob that.day.” (Isa. x. 28-32.) Thus may it be said, on that
day Sennacherib passed ten stations.* In the eleventh year of
the Jubilee, in the fourth year of the week (of seven years),
Sennacherib went up, as is related: “ And this shall'be a sign
unto thee, Ye shall eat this year such as groweth of itself,” &c.
(Isa. xxxvii. '30.) For the time of his departure was about
the middle (of the month) of the Passover, so that they were
were not able to sow (that year) and (therefore were obliged)
to eat of such things as grew of themselves. And in the second
year in like manner they ate that which sprung therefrom, for
the soldiers had cut down the trees. And in the third year
they sowed and reaped, &c.t From which we learn that
one year only remained of the week (of seven years).

After the destruction of Sennacherib, Hezekiah arose and
sent away all the multitude who had been in bonds with him,
and who willingly received the kingdom of heaven,} that it
might be fulfilled which is written, “In that day shall five

* The author appears to infer from the preceding quotations that the ten sta-

tions he supposes Sennacherib to have passed in his hasty -etreat were, Aiath,
Migron, Michmash, Geba, Ramah, Gibeath, Gallim, Laish, Anathoth, and Nob.

+ This passage is very obscure. The author’s meaning appears to be that as
the siege of Jerusalem was raised only about 15 days before the F.ssover, they
were consequently unable to sow that year, and were therefore obliged to eat that
which grew spontaneously. This also, as regarded fruit, they were obliged to do
on the second year, as the fruit-trees had been cut down; but that, in the third
year, according to the words of the prophet, they sowed, and reaped, and planted
vineyards, and ate the fruits thereof. (See 2 Kings, xix. 29.)

1 This appears to relate to the Egyptian prisoners set at liberty by Hezekiah
on the flight of Sennacherib.

—— ._
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cities in the land of Egypt speak the language of Canaan,” &c.
(Isa. xix. 18.) And also those who went forth erected an
altar, and offered upon it a sacrifice to the Lord, that that
might be fulfilled which says, “ In that day there shall be an
altar to the Lord in the midst of the land of Egypt,” (v. 19.)
“‘Moreover, they prayed, prostrating themselves towards Jeru-
salem, as it is written: “ They shall fall down unto thee, they
shall make supplication unto thee.” (Isa. xlv. 14.)

Before the coming of Sennacherib, Hezekiah had stopped
the waters of Gihon, as is written:  He took counsel with his
princes (to stop the waters,” &ec.) ¢ This same Hezekiah also
stopped the upper water-course of Gihon.” (2 Chron. xxxii. 3,
30.) Hezekiah was 25 years old when he began to reign, and
he reigned 29 years in Jerusalem. (2 Kings, xviii. 2.)

Caarrer XXIV.

‘“ MANASSEH was twelve years old when he began to reign, and
he reigned 55 years in Jerusalem.” (2 Chron. xxxiii. 1) In
the 22d year of his reign he was carried captive to Babylon,
together with the idol of Micah, for thus it had been predicted,
“Then the children of Dan set up the graven image,” &c.,
“until the day of the captivity of the land.” (Judg. xviii. 30.)
“ And when he was in affliction he besought the Lord his
God,” &c. (2 Chron. xxxiii. 12.) The penitence of Manasseh
appears to have occurred 33 years before his death.

“ Amon was two and twenty years old whenhebegan to reign,
and reigned two years in Jerusalem. And he did that which
was evil in the sight of the Lord,” &c. ¢ But Amon trespassed
more and more,” &c. (2 Chron. xxxiii. 21, 23. 2 Kings, xxi.19,)
as though the Law had been burned and cast aside by Israel.

“Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign, and
he reigned thiiy and one years in Jerusalem.” (2 Kings, xxii.
1.) In the 18th year of his reign “he purged the land and
the houss,” &c. (2 Chron. xxxiv. 1-8.) The same year the
book of the Law was found in the house of the Lord, and that
year was also the first of the Jubilee. In that same year
Josiah restored the Temple. Thus 218 years appear to l{ave
elapsed from the time when it was repaired by Joash until this
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restoration by Josiah. But in the time of Joash the Temple
lad been speedily repaired, “ For the sons of Athaliah, that
wicked woman, had broken up the house of the Lord.”’
(2 Chron. xxiv. 4-7.) In the same year Josiah humbled
himself in penitence before the Lord, “ And like unto him
was there no king before him, that turned to the Lord with all
his heart,” &c. (2 Kings, xxiii. 25.) Josiah set up the ark, as
is written: “ He said unto the Levites that taught all Israel,
which were holy unto the Lord, Put the holy ark in the
house,” &c. (2 Chron. xxxv. 3.) In his days Pharaoh Necho,
king of Egypt, went up against the king of Assyria, &c. And
although “he had sent unto him ambassadors, saying, What
have I to do with thee,” &c. ¢ Nevertheless, Josiah would not
tarn his face from him,” &c. ¢ And the archers shot at king
Josiah,” &c., (and wounded him). ¢ His servants, therefore
took him out of that chariot,” &c. ¢ And Jeremiah lamented
for Josiah,” &c. (2 Chron. xxxv. 20-25. 2 Kings, xxiii. 29,
30.) ¢ The breath of our nostrils, the anointed of the Lord,
was taken in their pits,” &c. (Lam. iv. 20.

“ Then the people of the land took Jehoahaz, the son of
Josiah, and made him king,” &c. “Jehoahaz was twenty and
three years old when he began to reign, and he reigned three
months in Jerusalem.” W%om the king of Egypt commanded
to be bound, &c., and made Eliakim, his brother, king, &c.,
“and turned his name to Jehoiakim,” &c. (2 Chron. xxxvi.
1-4. 2 Kings, xxiii. 33, 34.) .

“ Jehoiakim was 25 years old when he began to reign, and
he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem,” &c. (2 Chron. xxxvi.
5.) Thus we see he was older than his brother, Jehoahaz, by two
years. In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim, king of
Judah, the prophet Jeremiah spake a word to all the people of
Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying, *Thus
saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, Turn ye now every
one from his evil way, and from the evil of your doings,”
&c. (Jer. xxv. 5.) For he reproved them often, but still
they would not hear. Therefore again hé assembled them

together and prophesied unto them, ¢ Thus saith the Lord,

If ye will not hearken to me Sto walk in my law”’), &c.
“Then will I make this house like Shiloh,” &c. (Jer. xxvi.

4, 6.) “In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim, the
son of Josiah, king of Judah, came this word unto Jere-
miah from the Lord, saying, Thus saith the Lord to me,
Make thee bonds and yokes,” &c. “Thus saith the Lord
of hosts, the God of Isracl,” &c. 1 have made the earth,
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the man, and the beast,” &c. “And now have I given
all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, the king
of Babylon, my servant,” &. ¢ And all nations shall serve
him,” &c. “ And it shall come to pass that the nation and
kingdom (that will not serve”), &c., “ will I punish,” &c.
(Jer. xxvii. 1-8.) At that time Jehoiakim slew Urijah, as it
is written, “ And they set forth Urijah out of Egypt, and
brought him unto Jehoiakim, the king, who slew him with a
sword.” (Jer. xxvi. 20.) Jeremiah had prophesied in the
same open manner as Urijah. “Nevertheless, the hand of
Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, was with Jeremiah,” &c. (Jer.
xxvi, 20, 24.)

¢“The word of the Lord which came to Jeremiah, the

rophet, against the Gentiles. Against Egypt, against the arm

gf lgharazﬁ,” &c.; “which Nebugchadnez%ar, k?%g of Babylor{
smote in the fourth year of Jehoiakim,” &c. (Jer. xlvi. 1, 2.)
In the first year Nebuchadnezzar subdued Nineveh. In the
second, coming up he subdued Jehoiakim. ¢ And Jehoiakim
became his servant three years,” &c. “ And the king of
Egypt came not any more out of his land,” &ec. (2 Kings,
xx1v. 1, 7.) In the fourth year of Jehoiakim the sentence of
the judgment of the Israelites was sealed against them, that
they should be carried into captivity, and that Jerusalem
should drink the cup of the wine of his wrath.

Cuarrer XXYV.

“In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim, king of Judah,
came Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, unto Jerusalem, and
besieged it.” (Dan. i.-1.) But how can that be said, when
Jeremiah (xxv. 1) writes thus, ¢ In the fourth year of Jehoia-
kim, that was the first year of Nebuchadnezzar?” But
Daniel is to be understood as speaking of the third year of the
rebellion of Jehoiakim as that in which Nebuchadnezzar came.
In like manner the Scriptures state in one place (Jer. lii. 28)
that an event took place in the seventh year of Nebuchad-
nezzar, and in another (2 Kings, xxiv. 12), that it was in the
eighth year. It is, however, the eighth year of Nebuchad-
nezzar, and the seventh from the subjugation of Jehoiakim
(thatisintended to beexpressed.) Butinthe place above referred



56 _ SEDER OLAM RABBA.

to it is written, “ And the Lord gave Jehoiakim into his hand.”
(Dan. i. 2.) And Jeremiah writes (xxii. 19), “He shall be
buried with the burial of an ass:” and in another place we
read, “And bound him with fetters,” &c. (2 Chron. xxxvi. 6.)
Which passages teach that, shortly after he was bound, he
perished in his bonds, and was dragged forth and cut to
pieces, that the words of Jeremiah (xxii. 19) might be fulfilled,
¢ He shall be drawn and cast forth,” &c.

And he carried away captive all Jerusalem, and all the
rulers, and all the men of might, ten thousand captives. (2
Kings, xxiv. 15, 16.) Of Juda%l
of the other tribes 7000, all men of might and warriors. But
what could avail the bravery of men led away into captivity ?
and how could men bound in fetters and chains wage war?
It is, therefore, intended to indicate by the words, men of
might, such as are strong in the Law, as the Scripture says,
¢ Bless the Lord, ye his angels, that are mighty in strength.”
(Ps. ciii. 20.) But they waged war, since they engaged them-
selves far and near in the battles of the Law, as it is written,
¢ Wherefore it is said in the book of the wars of the Lord
what he did against Vaheb,” &c. (Num. xxi. 14.) Among
them also were =uowm w~nn, Hachargsh Vehamasger, i.e.
Craftsmen and Smiths a thousand. (2 Kings, xxiv. 16.) Cha-
rash implies silence, because when one person speaks the others
are silent. Musger implies enclosing or shutting up, because that
all that are before (those who speak)sit down and are taught; as
is written, metaphorically, ¢ He shall open and none shall shut,
and he shall shut and none shall open.”” (Isa. xxii. 22.) Lastly,
 The mighty of the land” (2 Kings, xxiv. 15) are the nobles of
the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, of whom it is written,
“ Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel, Like these good figs,
so will I acknowledge them that are carried away captive of
Judah.” (Jer. xxiv. 5.) _

“Jehoiakin was eight years old when he began to reign,
and he reigned three months and 10 days in Jerusalem.”
(2 Chron. xxxvi. 9.) In another place it is written, * Jehoi-
akin was 18 years old when he began to reign, and he reigned
three months in Jerusalem.” (2 Kings, xxiv. 8.) Why is
it written eight in one place and 18 in another? Truly he was
eightyears oigd when he reigned (with his father), but from the
time when he reigned alone he was 18 years old ; when
that judicial sentence was decreed that he should be led
into captivity, of whom Nebuchadnezzar said, ¢ A good whelp
is not brought forth by an inferior dog.”

3000, and of Benjamin and -
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Jehoiakin was carried into captivity in the middle of a
Jubilee year, in the fourth year of a week of years, as the
Scriptures testify. “ And when the year was expired, king
Nebuchadnezzar sent and brought him to Babylon, with the
ﬁoodly vessels of the house of the Lord.” (2 Chron. xxxvi. 10.)

y the goodly vessels of the house of the Lord are to be under-
stood the ark. And the king ““made Mattaniah his father’s
brother king in his stead, and changed his name to Zedekiah.
Zedekiah was twenty and one years when he began to reign,
and he reigned 11 years in Jerusalem.” (2 Kings, xxiv. 17, 18.)

“ And it came to pass the same year, in the beginning of
the reign of Zedekiah, king of Judal, in the fourth year, and
in the fifth month, that Hananiah the son of Azur the

rophet, spake unto me,” &c. ¢ Thus speaketh the Lord of
Eosts, the God of Israel, saying, I have broken the yoke of the
king of Babylon. Within two full years will I bring again
into this place all the vessels of the Lord’s house.” (Jer. xxviii.
1-3.) hat made and induced Hananiah to testify falsely?
The prophecy of Jeremiah, the prophet, which he spoke against
Elam in his presence, was the cause of this; for he said, * Thus
saith the Lord of Hosts, I will break the bow of Elam, the
chief of their might.” (Jer. xlix. 35.) “ So Hananiah the
prophet died the same year, in the seventh month.” (xxviii. 17.)

“ Now these are the words of the letter which Jeremiah
the prophet sent from Jerusalem,” &c. “ Thus saith the Lord
of hosts, the God of Israel, unto all that are carried away

" captives,” &. “Build ye houses, and dwell in them,” &c.
“ Take ye wives, and beget sons and daughters,” &c. “ And
seek the peace of the city whither I have caused you to be
carried away captives, and pray unto the Lord for it,” &ec.
It is afterwards added, “ After 70 years be accomplished at
Babylon, I will visit you,” &c. (Jer. xxix. 1, 4, 10.)

n the fourth year of his reign Zedekiah went down to
Babylon, attended by his princes, in order that he might find
favour with Nebuchadnezzar, after which ‘he ret to his
kingdom in Jerusalem.




58 SEDER OLAM RABBA.

Cuarrer XXVI.

“Now it came to pass in the 30th year, in the fourth month, on
the fifth day of the month, the word of the Lord came to Eze-
kiel,” &c. (Ezek. i. 1.) These thirty years are to be reckoned
from the time when the book (of the Law) had been found in
the house of the Lord. (2 Kings, xx. 2, 8; xxiii. 2.) ¢ In the
fifth day of the month (which was the fifth year of king
Jehoiakin’s captivity), the word of the Lord came expressly
unto Ezekiel the priest,” &c. (Ezek. i. 2, 3.) ¢ Then I came to
them of the captivity at Tel-abib,” &c., “and I sat where they
sat, and remained there astonished among them seven days.
And it came to pass, at the end of seven days, that the word
of the Lord came unto me, saying,” &ec. (iii. 15, 16.) “ Lie
thou also upon thy left side,” &c., * for I have laid upon thee
the years of their iniquity, according to the number of the
days, 390 days,” &c. (iv. 4, 5.) By which was signified that
the Israelites had provoked the anger of the Lord, from the
time of their entering into the land (of Canaan), until they were
driven out of it for 390 full years. ¢ And when thou hast
accomplished them, lie again on thy right side, and thou shalt
bear the iniquity of the house of Judah 40 days; I have
appointed thee a day for a year” (6), by which is taught
that the house of Judah had angered the great and mighty
Lord against it for 40 years after the ten Tribes had been led
into captivity, and until the destruction of Jerusalem. These
years together make 430.

“ And it came to pass in the sixth year, in the sixth month,
in the fifth day of the month, as I sat in mine house (and the
Elders of Judah sat before me.)” (Ezek. viii. 1.) This signifies
that that year was an intercalary one (having 13 months),
 And the hand of the Lord God fell then upon me.” (Ib.)
In that time God showed to Ezekiel the glory of the Sche-
china departing from the midst of the Temple (and standing
over the Cherubims), “ And the Cherubims lift up their
wings and mounted up from the earth,” &ec. (x.18,19.)
Afterwards it is thus recorded, *“ And the Glory of the Lord
went up from the midst of the city,” &c. (xi. 23). Thus
you will find there were ten departures of the Schechina from
the Temple.

: “ And it came to pass in the seventh year, in the fifth
- month, the tenth day of the month, that certain of the Elders of
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Israel came to inquire of the Lord, and sat before me. Then
came the word of the Lord unto me, saying, Son of man,
speak unto the Elders of Israel, and say unto them, Thus
saith the Lord God, Are ye come to inquire of me?” &ec.
¢ Wilt thou plead for them, son of man ?” (Ezek. xx. 14.) At
the same time “ King Zedekiah made a covenant with all the
people which were at Jerusalem,to proclaim liberty unto them
that every man should let his man-servant, &c., go free,” &c.
“ But afterwards they turned and caused the servants,” &c.,
“ whom they had let go free, to return,” &c.; and a little after
we read, “ And will give the men who have transgressed my
covenant,” &c., “ when they cut the calf in twain, and passed
between the parts thereof,” &c. “I will even give them into the
hand of their enemies,” &c. (Jer. xxxiv. 8-11, 18-20.) And
thus they rebelled against the Lord. For these and other like
things he mentions on account of their rebellion. At that time:
Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon, and made a
treaty with the kings of Egypt.

gere it may be observg and declared that as regards Israel
and Judah everything will be found to be alike. The one
made a league with the kings of Egypt, the other did the same.
The tribes of the one were carried away into exile in a strange
land several times, those of the other the same. The (city of
the) one sustained a three years’ siege, by the army of the Assy-
rians before it was taken, and (that of) the ot{xer was also
besieged three years. These were driven by hunger to eat
the flesh of their sons and daughters: those in like manner
did the same. Thus came to pass that which had been pre-
dicted by the prophet, ““ Thou hast walked in the way of thy
sister, therefore will I give her cup into thine hand.” (Ezek.
xxiii. 31.)

In the eighth year of Zedekiah the army of the king of
Babylon came up against Jerusalem, ¢ Then Pharaoh’s army
was come forth out of Egypt,” &c. (Jer. xxxvii. 5.) But the
army of Pharaoh after destroying Gaza returned into Egypt.

“ Again in the ninth year, in the 10th month, in the 10th
day of the month, the word of the Lord came unto me (Eze-
kiel), saying, Son of man, write thee the name of the day, even
of this same day; the king of Babylon set himself against Jeru-
salem,” &ec. (Ezek. xxiv. 1, 2.) FEven of this same day, that is,
the 10th of the month Tebet (December).

“In the 10th year, in the 10th month, in the 12th day of
the month, the word of the Lord came to me, saying, Son of man,
set thy face against Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and prophesy
against him, and against all Egypt.” (Ezek. xxix. 1, 2.) At
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the same time, “Behold, Hanameel, the son of Shallum, thine
uncle, shall come unto thee, saying, Buy my field, I pray thee,
that is in Anathoth, for the right of redemption is thine to buy
it. So Hanameel, mine uncle’s son, cameto me in the court of
the prison according to the word of the Lord, and said unto me,
Buy my field, I pray thee, that is in Anathoth, which is in the
country of Benjamin, for the right of inheritance is thine, and
the redemption is thine ; buy it for thyself. ThenIknew that
this was the word of the Lord.” (Jer. xxxii. 7, 8.)

 And it came to pass in the 11th year, in the first month,
in the seventh day of the month, that the word of the Lord
came unto me, saying, Son of man, I have broken the arm of
Pharaoh, king o Eggy'pt.” (Ezek. xxx. 20, 21.) “ And it
came to pass in the 11th year, in the third month, in the first
day of the month, that the word of the Lord came to me, saying,
Son of man, speak unto Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and to his
multitude, Whom art thou like in thy greatness?” (xxxi. 1, 2.)
¢ And it came to pass in the 11th year, in the first day of the
month, that the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Son of
man, because that Tyrus hath said against Jerusalem, Aha,
she is broken that was the gates of the people, she is turned
unto me. I shall be replenished, now she is laid waste.” (Ezek.
xxvi. 1, 2,

On the) third of the month Tisri (September), on the 52d
day after the destruction of the Temple, Gedaliah the son of
Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, was slain and also the Jews
- who were with him at Mizpah. The remainder who escaped
fled into Egypt, taking with them Jeremiah and Baruch.
(2 Kings, xxv. 25, 26, Jer. xli. 1, et seq.)

 And it came to pass in the 12th year of our captivity, in
the 13th month, and the fifth day of the month, that one that
had escaped out of Jerusalem, came unto me, saying, The city is
taken.” (Ezek. xxxiii. 21.) ¢ And it came to pass in the 12th
year, in the 12th month, in the first day of the month, that the
word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Son of man, take up a
lamentation for Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and say unto him,
Thou art like a young lion of the nations.” (xxxii. 1, 2.) “It
came to pass also in the 12th year, in the 15th day of the
month, that the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Son of
‘man, wail for the multitude of Egypt, and cast them down.”
(v. 17, 18.) At the same time it was shown to Ezekiel that
other nations also should be brought down to the pit (xxviii. 8).

In the 13th year of Nebuchadnezzar, Tyre was delivered
into his hands, and as if it had been by an inundation, he carried
away captive all the Jews who were in her, as well as those
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who were in exile among the Ammonites, the Moabites, and
in the regions bordering upon the land of Israel to the number
of 745. (xxix. 17, 18.)

In the 27th year of Nebuchadnezzar, the land of Egypt
was delivered into his hands, * and he took her multitude, and
took her spoil, and took her prey, and it was the wages of his
army.” (Ezek. xxix. 19.) And Jeremiah and Baruch were
carried to Babylon.

“In the five and twentieth year of our captivity, in the
beginning of the year, in the 10th day of the month, in the 14th
year after that the city was smitten, in the self-same day the hand
of the Lord was upon me, and brought me thither.” (x1.1.) On
that day in a vision the most high God showed to Ezekiel the
pattern of the temple that was to be built in future ages.

Cuarter XXVII.

“Ix the ninth year of Zedekiah, king of Judah,in the 10th month,
in the 10th day, came Nebuchadnezzar and all his army against
Jerusalem, and they besieged it, and pitched against it, and
they built forts against it round about; and the city was
besieged until the 11th year of king Zedekiah. And on the ninth
day of the seventh (fourth) month, the famine prevailed in the
city, and there was no bread for the people of the land. And
the city was broken up, and all the men of war fled by night
by the way of the gate betwixt the two walls, which is by the
king’s garden (now the Chaldeans were by the city round
about), and they went by the way of the plain. But the
army of the Chaldeans pursued after the king, and overtook
Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho; and all his army was
scattered from him. Then they took the king, and carried him
up unto the king of Babylon, to Riblah, where he gave judg-
ment upon him. Then the king of Babylon slew the sons of
Zedekiah before his eyes, he slew also all the nobles of Judah
in Riblah. Moreover, he put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and
the king of Babylon bound him in chains, and carried him to
Babylon, and put him in prison till the day of his death.”
(2 Kings, xxv. 1-10; Jer. xxxix. 1-7; lii. 4-11.)
Nebuchadnezzar was occupied 28 days in destroying and
levelling the mount. Hence this passage, ““ And in the fifth
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month, on the seventh day of the month, which is the 19th
ear of king Nebuchadnezzar, king of Bab]ylon, came
%ebuzar—adan, captain of the guard, unto Jerusalem, and he

‘burnt the house of the Lord.” (2 Kings, xxv. 8, 11.) In

another place it is written that that happened on the 10th da

of the month. (Jer. lii. 12.) And it is added, ¢ In the 18t

year of Nebuchadnezzar (Nebuchadrezzar),” &c. (29.) What
does this difference between the number of the year 19 and 18
signify ? The 19th year of Nebuchadnezzar is reckoned from
the beginning of his reign; but the 18th from the capture
of Jehoiakim. How shall we reconcile the days of the month
7 and 10? If it is said to be on the 10th day, why elsewhere
is it said to be on the seventh day? Because on the seventh day
these people entered the temple and took away the sea, the
bases, and the pillars; and on the seventh and following eighth
and ninth days, until the end of the ninth day, they continued
the spoliation, as is written: * Prepare ve war against her,
arise, and let us go up at noon. Wo unto us, for the day goeth
away, for the shadows of the evening are stretched out.” (Jer.
vi. 4.) In the time of darkness* they set the Temple on fire,
and it was burnt on the 10th of the month. Of which time
Moses speaks thus, “For I know their imagination which
they go about.” (Deut. xxxi. 21.) And a little after, * For I
know thy rebellion,” &c. (27.) And again, “For I know
that after my death ye will utterly corrupt yourselves,” &c.

'(29.) And therefore it is thus also written of Zedekiah, “ And

he also rebelled against king Nebuchadnezzar, who had made
him swear by God,” &c. ¢ Moreover, all the chief of the priests
and the people transgressed very much,” &c.  And when the
Lord God of their fathers sent to them by his messengers,” &c.
“ But they mocked the messengers of God,” &c. ¢ Therefore
he brought upon them the king of the Chaldees,” &c. ¢ And
all the vessels of the house of God,” &c. ¢ he brought to Baby-
lon. And they burnt the house of God, and th;l%louse of the
king,” &c. “ And them that had escaped from the sword,
carried he away to Babylon,” &c. “To fulfil the word of the
Lord, by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her
sabbaths: for as long as she lay desolate she kept sabbath, to
fulfil threescore and ten years.” (2 Chron. xxxvi. 13-21;
Jer. lii. 13, &c.)

Rabbi Jose says, that the land of Judah remained desolate
for 52 years, and that no one passed through it, as is written,

* i.e. The same night.
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“ For the mountains will I take up a weeping and wailing,
and for the habitations of the wilderness a lamentation, because
they are burnt up, so that none can pass through them.”
(Jer. ix. 10.)

Rabbi Jose also says, that, for seven years this Scripture also
was fulfilled in the land of Israel, ¢ Ant{ the whole land thereof
is brimstone, and salt, and burning, that it is not sown,” &c.
(Deut. xxix. 23.) Having smote them, the king of Babylon
slew a part, and part he led captive from their country, in all
832 souls, in the three captivities, 4600; of Benjamin, and the
rest of the tribes 7000 captives, who were carried away with
Jehoiakim. (Jer. lii. 28, &c.) :

Cuaprrer XXVIII.

“ ANp in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar,
Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, wherewith his spirit was
troubled, and his sleep brake from him.” (Dan. ii. 1.) It does
not appear how it can be said ““in the second year.” But the
Scripture reckons the years from the destruction of the Temple,
as also the months from the same event. In like manner it
is written, “ And it came to pass, in the seven-and-thirtieth
year of the captivity of Jehoiachin, king of Judah, in the
twelfth month, in the five-and-twentieth day of the month,
that Evil-merodach,” &c. (“ lifted up the head of Jehoiachin,
king of Judah, and brought him out of prison”) (Jer. lii. 31.)
In another place of Scripture it is said (speaking of the same
event), * In the 27th day of the month.” (2 Kings, xxv. 27.)
What therefore is signified by the twen;lyf/‘i{th and the twenty-
seventh ? Because on the twenty-fifth day of the month
Nebuchadnezzar, his adversary, died, and was buried; and on
the twenty-sizth day Evil-merodach had his body torn out of the
sepulchre,* and dragged about, by which act his decrees were
abolished, that it might be fulfilled, as is written of him, ¢ But
thou art cast out of thy grave like an abominable branch,” &c.
(Isa. xiv. 19.) But on Elre 27th day ¢ he lifted up the head of
Jehoiachin.” (Jer. lii. 31.)

* According to Aburbanel this was because he feared Nebuchadnezzar might
possibly return to life, and again take upon himself the administration of affairs,
as, after having been ¢ driven from men and eating grass as oxen,”” (Dan. iv. 33),
he had done before.
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At the same time Zedekiah died, concerning whom this
lamentation was made, Alas! King Zedekiah 1s dead, who
has drunk the dregs of all former ages, that this Scripture
might be fulfilled, “ But thou shalt die in peace,” &c. (Jer.
xxxiv. 5.) From this we may understand that those with
whom all things are prosperous should fear a reverse; and, on
the other hand, however deep they may be sunk in adversity,
they should not despair of a good and prosperous change.
Whence, I ask, have we this? It may be gathered from (the
history of) Jehoiachin and Zedekiah.

Nebuchadnezzar reigned 45 years; Evil-merodach, his son,
23 ; Belshazzar, the son of the last-named, three years.

¢ In the first year of Belshazzar, king of Babylon, Daniel
had a dream,” &c. (Dan. vii. 1.) “In the third year of the
reign of King Belshazzar, a vision appeared unto me, even
unto me Daniel, after that which appeared to me at the first.”
(Dan. viii. l?n ‘¢ Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a_
thousand of his lords, and drank wine before the thousand.
Belshazzar commanded to bring the vessels,” &c., “ that the
might drink therein. Then they broufht the golden vessel};
that were taken out of the house of God,” &c. ¢ They drank
wine, and praised the gods of gold,” &c. “In the same hour
came forth ﬁng}ers of a man’s hand (and wrote over against
the candlestick)” &c. ¢ Then the king’s countenance was
char’llged,” &c. (Dan. v. 1-6.)

hus was this Scripture fulfilled, ¢ And he cried, A lion,
my Lord,” &c. ¢ The burden of Dumah. He calleth to me
out of Seir, (Watchman, what of the night?)” &c. ¢ The
watchman said, The morning cometh (and also the night),” &.
(Isa. xxi. 8~12.) Who is intended by this watchman? God,
holy and blessed, as we read, ““ Behold, he that keepeth Israel
shall neither slumber nor sleep,” &c. *The Lord shall pre-
serve thee from all evil,” &c. (Ps. cxxi. 4.) And thus with
the entire psalm. Wherefore was this watchfulness? Lest
nation should rise against nation, and kingdom against king-
dom, lest even a thread should be taken away. But the
kingdom whose time of ruin is to hapien by day, shall fall in
the daytime, and that whose danger threatens by night shall
fall and perish in the night, as the prophet declares, * And
Koph shall have distresses daily,” &c.;  at Tehaphnehes
also the day shall be darkened,” &c. (Ezek. xxx. 16-18.)

This is that which is declared, ¢ In that night was Bel-
shazzar, the king of the Chaldeans, slain; and Darius the
Mede took the kingdom, being about threescore and two years
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old.” (Dan. v. 30, 31.) What, I ask, does this signify, about
threescore and two years old? It signifies, that Darius was raised
up as an enemy to Nebuchadnezzar at the very time when he
seized on the Temple, in the days of Jeconiah. In the same
manner, on the day that Jehu was anointed in Ramoth Gilead,
Hazael, his enemy, was also anointed. (2 Kings, viii. ix.)

Thus are fulfilled the 70 years from the time when Nebu-
chadnezzar began to reign, and 70 less one from the time
when he subdued Jehoiakim. But Darius remained yet one
year in Babylonia, according to this, “In the first year of
Darius, the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, which
was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans.” (Dan. ix. 1.)

Here, in the original, the following note occurs, relating to the 70 years: —

But we may wonder how it can be affirmed that seventy
years were fulfilled from the time when Nebuchadnezzar began
to reign, when there were really not more than 69 years; for
when you reckon 37 years from the-captivity of Jehoiakim,
which occurred in the eighth year of his reign, to Evil-mero-
dach, and reckon backward the years of Nebuchadnezzar,
seven only remain; and Nebuchagnezzar appears from this
to have reigned only 44 years, even when imperfect or incom-
plete years are included.*

The text goes on with— :

Neither do you find in the Scriptures any other year

than this ascribed to the Mede.t

A second note follows —

It also appears wonderful to me that, when in this bovk
(the Seder Olam), chap. xxix., it is stated that Cyrus the
Mede held the kingdom for three years, not, however, complete
years, it should be here said that ¢ No other year can be found in
the Scriptures, ascribed to the Mede, than this’ How, then, can
we say, in Megilla, fol. 11, 2, that the years of Darius and
Cyrus were five, when we can find only four? It may be
answered, that the third year of Belshazzar, which preceded
Darius the Mede, had not been completed, and that this year
is to be considered as the first of Darius. Therefore, in the

* The mode of reckoning appears to be this—

Jehoiakim reigns . . 7 years
Years of captivity . . . . . . 7
Making together years of Nebuchadnezzar . . o— 44
Evil-merodach reigns . . . .23
Belshazzar reigns . . . . . . 2

69

+ i.e. that mentioned, Dan. ix. 1, as above.
K



66 SEDER OLAM RABBA.

preceding section, as this third year had been attributed to

elshazzar, according to that which is written, *In the third
year of the reign of king Belshazzar a vision appeared unto
me” (Dan. viii. 1), the author was unwilling to assign it to
Darius; and of his second year, which is the fourth of Darius
(it should be, “of Belshazzar”), which, however, was after
his death, the Scripture says, “In the first year of Darius,
the son of Ahasuerus.” (Dan. ix. 1.) It appears, however, he
had then reigned two years, so that the Talmudical writers in
the tract 1][5;’11« assign five years to Darius and Cyrus,
although no other year is attributed by the Scriptures to the
Mede %esides this only, which, in reality, was the second year
of Darius. It, therefore, appears that Darius remained in
Babylonia one year, in which he completed the second year
of his reign, and which indeed is the first properly ascribed to
him. This much is to be noted.

The text goes on with —

Thus Jeremiah says (li. 46), “ And lest your heart faint,
and ye fear for the rumour that shall be heard in the land,”
that is, for the rumour respecting Belshazzar, *“ A rumour
shall both come one year,” that is to say, of Darius. ¢ And
after that in another year shall come a rumour,” of that
which is predicted (Isa. xiii. 19), “ And Babylon, the glory
of kingdoms,” &c. “shall be,” &c. ‘““And there shall be
violence in the land,” that is, in Jerusalem. ¢ And a con-
queror,” Cyrus, king of Persia.

“ Also I in the first year of Darius, the Mede, even I
stood to confirm and stren%.then, and now I will show thee
the truth. Behold, there shall stand up yet three kings in
Persia.” (Dan. xi. 1, 2.) That is, Cyrus, Ahasuerus, and
Darius, who rebuilt the Temple. But what is signified when
it is said, * And the fourth shall be far richer?” That is to
say, the fourth from Darius the Mede.

And Daniel continued even unto the first year of king
Cyrus. (Dan. i. 21.) At what time were these things said?
“ At the beginning of this supplication the commandment
came forth,” &c. ¢ Seventy weeks are determined upon thy
people,” &c. “Know, therefore, and understand that, from
the going forth of the commandment,” &c., * shall be seven
weeks, and afterwards sixty-two weeks?” (Dan. ix. 23, 27.)
The seven weeks are those which they passed in exile and went
up.* The sizty-two are those in which they remained in
the land of Israel after their return. But one week is that in

* This mode of expression relates to the return from captivity.
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which they were y in the land and partly out of the
land. And after these sixty-two weeks, Messiah shall be cut
off, &c. “And he shall confirm the covenant with many
(for one week.)” (27.)

Rabbi Jose teaches us that the 70 weeks are to be reckoned
from the destruction of the first Temple to that of the later
one by the Romans. That is to say, 70 years during which
it remained broken down and destroyed, and 420 during which
it stood when rebuilt. But what do you mean by 70 weeks, -
when 70 years of the destruction had been already accom-
plished? It may be truly said that that decree had been ordained
70 years before (although now first revealed to Daniel.) In the
same manner we read, “His days shall be 120 years.”
(Gen. vi. 3.) As, however, it is afterwards said, “In the
600th year of Noah’s life, in the second month, the 17th day
of the month,” &c., the fountains of the great deep were
broken up,” &c. (Gen. vii. 11), it may, therefore, be con-
sidered as implying that that sentence was to be understood as
having been decreed 120 years before that relation. Of the
same kind also is this, “ And within threescore and five years
shall Ephraim be broken that it be not a people.” (Isa. vii.
8.) But the year in which these things were asserted was the
fourth year of Ahaz. It may be said,, therefore, that this
sentence was decreed by the Lord, not at the time when this
was written, but in the days of Amos, *two years before
the earthquake ” (Amos, i. 1), as is written, “ For this Amos
saith, Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel shall surel
be led away captive out of their own land ” (Amos, vii. 11),
and that it was a second time revealed to Isaiah.

CuaprrER XXIX.

¢ Now in the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia (that the word
of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled), the
Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus,” &c. ¢ Thus saith
Cyrus, king of Persia,” &c. “Then rose up the chief of the
fathers of Judah and Benjamin,” &c. (Ezra, i. 1-5.) ¢ The
whole congregation together was forty and two thousand three
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hundred and threescore, besides their servants,” &c. (ii. 64,
65.) Altogether, I say, there were 42,360, but taking them
separately, only 30,360 are to be found ; where, then, are the
12,000? They consisted of those truly who went up from
the other tribes, and set up the altar upon his bases, &c.
They gave money also unto the masons, &c. (iii. 3-7.)

Cyrus held the kingdom for three years, not, however,
complete years.

And in the reign of Ahasuerus, in the beginning of his
reign, wrote they unto him an accusation against the inhab-
itants of Judah and Jerusalem, &c. Then ceased the work
of the house of the Lord. (iv. 6, 24.) In the third year of
his reign he made a feast unto all his princes and his servants,
&ec. (Esth. i. 3.) For four whole years Esther was kept in
Shushan, in the royal city. Afterwards Esther was taken
unto king Ahasuerus into his palace, in the 10th month
(which is the month Tebeth), in the 7th year of his reign..
(ii. 16.) For five whole years Haman had conceived iniri:
mind the destruction of Mordecai. ¢ In the first month, that
is thé month Nisan, in the twelfth year of king Ahasuerus, he
commanded them to cast lots,” &c. * On the 13th of the month
Nisan, Haman sent letters to destroy, to kill, and cause to

rish all Jews,” &ec. (iii. 7, 13.) On the 15th of Nisan,

sther came into the presence of the king, &c. On the 16th
of that month they hanged Haman on the gallows. (v. vii.)
On the 23d of the third month, which is called Sivan, Mor-
decai wrote letters that he might revoke the letters of Haman.
The 13th of the month Adar (the day on which the Jews
were destined to be destroyed), the Jews smote all their
enemies with the stroke of the sword, &c.; and in Shushan the
palace, the Jews slew five hundred men, and they hung the
ten sons of Haman, because they had written an accusation
against the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem. On that day
the number of those that were slain in Shushan, the palace,
was brought before the king. (viii. 9; ix. 1, 5, 11.) At that
time, in t]%e following year, that of which we read happened;
““ Then Esther the queen, the daughter of Abihail (and
Mordecai the Jew), wrote (with all authority to confirm
this second letter of Purim.)” (ix. 29.)

The 70 years of which Jeremiah prophesied (iTer. XXiX,
10), ¢ After 70 years be accomplished at Eabylon will visit
you,” are reckoned from the destruction of Jerusalem. For
52 years after the destruction of Jerusalem the Israelites
passed their lives in the kingdom of Chaldea, then they were
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visited and went up.* We have also three years of Cyrus,
14 of Ahasuerus, and two of Darius, in whose second year
the Temple was built. Hence Zachariah speaks thus, ¢ Then
the angel of the Lord answered and said, O Lord of Hosts,
how long wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusalem, and
on the cities of Judah, against which thou hast had indig-
nation these threescore and ten years?” (Zech. i. 12); this
was on the 24th day of the 11th month, in the second year
of Darius (7).

For four consecutive years the Temple was building, as
Ezra witnesses, “ And this house was finished on the third
day of the month Adar, which was in the sixth year of the
reign of Darius the king.” (Ezra, vi. 15.)

At the same time in the following year, Ezra went up from
Babylon with another company of exiles, according to that
which is said, “ This Ezra went up from Babylon, and he was
a ready scribe in the Law of Moses, which the Lord God of
Israel had given,” &c. ¢ And there went up some of the child-
ren of Israel, and of the priests, and the Levites,” &c., “in the
seventh year of Artaxerxes the king. And he came to Jeru-
salem in the fifth month, which was in the seventh year of the
king. For upon the first day of the month began he to go up
from Babylon, and on the first day of the fifth month came he
to Jerusalem,” &c. ¢ For Ezra had prepared his heart to
seek the Law of the Lord,” &c. (Ezra, vii. 6-10.) “And he
came and separated Israel from strange wives.” (x. 17.)

CmarTER XXX,

¢ THE words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah. And it came
to pass in the month Chisleu, in the 20th year, as I was in
Shushan the palace,” &c. (Neh. i. 1.) Nehemiah remained
12 years in the land of Israel; he reEaired the wall, and
restored to the Israelites their city and their possessions. As
he testifies, * But in all this time was not I at Jerusalem, for
in the two and thirtieth year of Artaxerxes king of Babylon
came I unto the king,” &c. (xiii. 6.) That is, from the 20th
-year unto the 32d —twelve years. (v. 14.) Behold, Ezra

* See note p. 66.
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says, “ And the elders of the Jews builded, and they prospered,”
&c. “according to the commandment of the God of Israel, and
" according to the commandment of Cyrus and Darius, and
Artaxerxes king of Persia.” (Ezra, vi. 14.) But no kings of
Persia can be found in the Scriptures excepting two, C
and Darius, and two (kings) of tie Medes, Darius and Aha-
suerus. I say, therefore,uﬁit Cyrus as well as Darius (in this
assage of Ezra), may have been the Artaxerxes (named by
im), seeing that the whole kingdom, or rather all the kings
were named Artaxerxes. ’
The sum of all the years of the kings of Media and Persia
amounts to 250 years (in the place of 250 we ought to write
52 years).* A
“ So the priests, and the Levites, and the porters, and the
singers, and some of the people, and the Nethinims, and all
Israel, dwelt in their cities,” &c., “ And all the people gathered
themselves together as one man into the street,” &c. A little
after, * And all the congregation of them that were come again
out of the captivity, made booths and sat under the booths, for
since the days of Joshua the son of Nun, unto that day had not
the children of Israel done so, and there was very great glad-
ness,” &c. (Neh. vii. 73; viii. 2, 17.) But does it not appear
that it could not be said that the same had not been done since
the days of Joshua? But truly, he compares the entrance
of the Israelites into their land in the days of Ezra with
their entrance into it in the days of Joshua. Thus, as in
the days of Joshua, they were bound to pay tithes, to observe
the years of remission, and the Jubilees, and also the walled
cities were sanctified, so at their entrance in the time of Ezra
they were bound by the laws to pay tithes, to observe the years
of remission, and the Jubilees, and they also sanctified their
walled cities, and there was great gladness before the Lord,
:(as is el?%uently written, “ And there was very great gladness.”
viii. 17.
Thus, in comparing the Scriptures, we find it spoken,
“ And the Lord thy God will bring thee into the land which
thy fathers possessed (by inheritance), and thou shalt also
possess it (by inheritance),” &c. (Deut. xxx. 5.) Here “thy
possession” (in the time of Ezra) is compared with “the
possession of thy fathers” (in the time of Joshua). As thy
fathers possessed this land by hereditary right, with the
setting forth of all these things, so shall you possess it, with

* This appears to be a correction of the original text.
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the renewal of all these things. If you say that Moses may
have spoken of the third time of the acquisition of the inherit-
ance, this place of Scripture will teach you the contrary,
inasmuch as it says, ¢ Which thy fathers possessed by inkeritance,
and thou also shalt possess it by inheritance.” This implies a
ﬁ}:'std and second possession of the inheritance, but not a
third.

Moreover, the rough he-goat is the king of Greece, and
the great horn that is between his eyes is the first king.”
(Dan. viii. 31.) “And a mighty king shall stand up, that
shall rule with great dominion,” &c.; “and when he shall
stand up, his kingdom shall be broken, and shall be divided
towards the four winds of heaven.” (xi. 3, 4.) This is
Alexander of Macedon, who reigned 12 years.

So far the prophets have prophesied by the Holy Spirit.
From this time forth, as is written, * Bow down thine ear, and
hear the words of the wise (and apply thine heart unto my
knowledge), for it is a pleasant thing, if thou keep them within
thee,” &c., “that thy trust may be in the Lord.” And
it is added, “Have 1 not written to thee excellent things,”
&c., “ that I might make thee know the certainty of the words
of truth?” &ec. (Prov. xxii. 17-21.) How 18 it we also
read, ¢ Ask thy father, and he will show thee, thy elders, and
they will tell thee?” (Deut. xxxii. 7.) What persons does
he (Moses) mean by the word “elders?” Do not suppose he
means those insignificant and common people who are to be
met with in the highways and public places, for he adds, “ And
they will tell thee.” He, therefore, denotes persons distinguished
for their wisdom and knowledge.

Rabbi Jose asserts that the Persian empire flourished
thirty and four years after the building of the Temple. The
empire of the Greeks lasted 180 years, the rule of the Asmo-
neans (the Maccabees) 103 years, and the kingdom of the
Herods also 103 years. Now, take out these numbers, and
compute from the destruction of the Temple (by the Romans).
To the captivity also is ascribed the era of contracts, being
reckoned from the beginning of the kingdom of the Greeks.

These are the eight kings of the Greeks:* Alexander of
Macedon, Phirton, Selimon, Seleucus, Santarok, Antioch,
Antiochus, Gaskalus. From the war of Asur Pulf to the war

* Most of these names are 8o much corrupted that it is almost hopeless to
attempt to set them right. Phirton, however, may be Philip Arideeus; Selimon,
Ptolemy; Santarok, Cassander ; Antioch, Antigonus ; and Gaskalus, Lysimachus.,

+ Qu. what war was this ? M




72 SEDER OLAM RABBA.

of Vespasian (are) 80 years, during which the Temple was
standing. From the war of Vespasian to the war of Titus
24 years (it should be 4 years); from the war of Titus to the
war of Ben Cosiba, 16 years; the war of Ben Cosiba lasted
two years and a half; and thus 22 years were completed
after the destruction of the Temple.

Rabbi Jose says, Reward was granted in the day of deserv-
ing, and punishment in the day of sinning ; for instance, when
the Temple was first destroyed, that day was the eve of the
Sabbath, and also was at the end of the seventh year (that of
remission). It was also the watch and week of Jehojarib, and
the ninth day of the month Ab (July). Inlike manner, thus it
was, when the second Temple was destroyed. On both these
occasions the Levites stood on their platforms, and sang the
chant. But what was the chant they sang? This: “ And
he shall bring upon them their own iniquity, and shall cut
them off in &eir own wickedness,” &c. (Ps. xciv. 23.) In
the fourth month, on the ninth day of the month, the city was
demolished, in the first destruction; and, on the 17th of the
same month, in the second. ¢ Blessed be the Lord God, the
God of Israel, for ever. And let all the people say, Amen.
Hallelujah.” ¢ Blessed be God, the God of Israel, who only
doeth wondrous things; and blessed be his glorious name for
ever,” &c. (Ps. Ixxii. 18, 19.)

¢ And he changeth the times and the seasons, he removes
kings,” &c. (Dan. ii. 21, 22.) Times, that is the time of
Sodom. The word seasons denotes the time of Jerusalem, that
it may be restored shortly; to which wish let all reply, Amen.
« He removes kings,” that is, king Jehoiakim. ¢ And setteth up
kings,” i.e. Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon. < He giveth
wisdom unto the wise,” to Moses our master, the father of wisdom
and knowledge. “And knowledge to them that know under-
standing,” to Joshua the son of Nun of whom we read, ¢ And
Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom.” (Deut.
xxxiv. 9.) Another interpretation, < He giveth wisdom unto the
wise,” to Joseph the just son of Jacob, of whom it was said,
¢ There is none so discreet and wise as thou art.” (Gen. xli.
39.) “And knowledge to them that know understanding,” to
Daniel and his companions, of whom it is written, ¢ Then was
the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night vision.” (Dan. ii. 19.)
“ He revealeth the deep and secret things,” these are to be
understood of the wheels of Ezekiel. ¢ He knoweth what is in
the darkness.” Understand by this the punishment which is
inflicted upon the wicked in hell. <« And the light dwelleth
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with him,” and by this the reward given to the just in a future
state. Yet another exposition, ' He giveth wisdom to the wise,”
To Joshua, the son of Nun, of whom you find it written, “ And
Joshua, the son of Nun, was full of the spirit of wisdom.”
(Deut. xxxiv. 9.) “And knowledge to them that seek under-
standing,” to Jeremiah, of whom this is written, ¢ Before I
formed thee in the belly I knew thee,” &c. (Jer. L. 5.)

If, however, you say that God knows things foretold only
when they happen, you may learn the contrary from this
passage,  This is the book of the generations of Adam.” (Gen.
v. L) By this the Scriptures teach that the Holy and Blessed
God showed to the first man all succeeding ages,* and their
leaders and governors, their prophets in all ages, their holy
men in all ages, their wise men in all ages, their pastors in all
ages, their judges in all ages, their prophets in all ages. The
just of each generation, the number of their names, the compu-
tation of their days,t the calculation of their hours, and the
whole of their steps,} as it is written, ¢ For now thou numberest
my steps, dost thou not watch over my sin?” (Job, xiv. 17.)
and elsewhere, “ And this was yet a small thing in thy sight,
O Lord God, but thou hast spo{:en also of thy servant’s house
for a great while to come,” &c. (2 Sam. vii. 19.) Again,
 Thine eyes did see my substance,” &c. “ And in th %ook
all my members are written,” &c. “How precious also are
thy thoughts unto me, O God,” “If I should count them they
are more in number than the sand; when I wake I am still
with thee.” (Ps. cxxxix. 16, 18.)

837 =hw T ®un MO &pho
Thus endeth the teaching of the Seder Olam Rabba.

* Generations. t The length of their lives.
1 Their actions.

London :—B8TRANGEWAYS & WALDEN, Printers, Castle St. Leicester 8q.
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